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“GONSTITUTIONAL ACTION OF 

COW-POX. 
Svivawos Faxsuen, M:D. 
Communicated ty Dn. Warten, Director 
ef the Regal Society, 


to the influence: of-the smali-pox 


too long to be saved by the ordinary course 


of vaccination, may still be rescued” from 


& practice of twenty: 
I have vaccinated nearly ninéty-thousand 
individuals, many hundreds of whom I have 
tested with the virus of the variola, and by 
to the efflavia from the most ma- 
small-pox, in different 
after death ; and 
that 
taken 


vaccina 
As a zeulous disciple of the illustrious 
Jenner, permit me to express the deep in- 


terest which I feel in the prosperity of your 


Society, and in the promotion of its bene- 


In 1804, three children of Mr. M*Cown, 
Stamford, Connecticut, were inoculated 


children died of malignant smali-pox ; the 
che 


This and other fatal cases of small-pox, 


broad punctures, and foynd the process uni- 
formly successful, even when the patients 
had been exposed for a period of six or 
seven days before I saw them, I also vacci- 
nated in this manner many persons who, 
fearing the effect of recent exposure ‘to the 
small -pox, had been inoculated with it a day 

ore, before I saw them, 
and I uniformly met with the same success, 
In these instances I was careful to surround 
the variolous punctures with vaccine virus 
on every side, and generally had the plea- . 
sure to see the latter victorious. 


Some persons have suggested, that the 
happy issue of my experiments 1s attribut- 
able to the vaccine virus operating upon 
the system more speedily than the smail- 
pox ; but this is an error, since every prac- 
titioner knows, — eighth day is 
medium period to the symptoms 

2E 


| 
i 
| 
; 
Vor. Ih] 
for the smali-pox from their oldest child, 
who caught it in what is termed the natural 
way, in consequence of expasure. The 
town, and had produced alarm. I was 
engaged at the time in vaccinating on Long 
Island, but immediately took passage in a 
vessel for Stamford, hoping’ ta reach the 
season. Unfortunately I was de- 
ined by unfavourable winds, and  ¢id «not 
“Southbury, Connecticut, Feb. 6, 1629. | arrive, of the children of 
, Srn,—I have the honour to transmit the small-pox two days. The first hed died of 
inclosed documents, stating the result of &/ i: just before my arrival. 1 was then igno- 
series of successful experiments in accelerat- | rant of the mode of expediting vactinetion, ‘ 
ing the operation of the vaccine virus. It will put bad serious thoughts of removing the 
be seen, that the disease may be produced | yariolous incision, and of substituting the 5 
from twenty-four to forty-eight hours sooner | vaccine virus, and have always regretted that 
, than by the-usual-mode of inoculation, and, | | omitted to do it. One of the inoculated 
ex 
danger. led me to think of some scheme for promot- ; 
ing the action of the raecine virus, and when i 
| persons who had been exposed to the small- 4 
| pox applied to me, I inserted the vaccine 
| virus liberally in the body and limbs, b 
the small-pox. 
L have frequently sent the vaccine virus 7 
by our ships to various parts of the world, H 
and recently have had the pleasure of send- ' 
ing it to a large tribe of Indians, who live f 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, and who 
were once nearly exterminated by the small- 
x. They were wholly unacquainted with { 
Any favour transmitted to the care of Dr. : 
Felix Paseales, of the city of New York, 
woutd be received and duly appreciated. 
No. 305. 
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416 DR. FANSHER ON THE — 
Case 1—Stamford, Connecticut, July, one within one- 
; 1804, an pu 
Ebenezer Carter, about six years old, had 
been exposed to small-pox. I vaccinated 
him by two broad pavetures on tech arm, | v 
; and inserted jn them, from different pustules, 
persons in inary way. Four perfect , 
ge day, ia- Cass 6.—At the same time and place. 
the tenth agreeably Roxana inoculated with 
beau areola smail-pox matter in hands,end afterwards 
as cach | in the manner stated im Jest 
: case. The issue was the same- 
» all these cases the patients 
d to small-pox before 
mosphere six weeks, fro 
different stages of 
small-pox, and actuall 
| 
and 
virus 
skia 
from Wine 
however, the pustules William 
come to such a state, that —— 
whole family were inoculat Mrs. Packard bad been Osa 
after, 1 vaccinated Mrs. a week, and | 
punctures on each arm, ey t disease two day 
well with active vaccine v 
‘tom of small- appeared dist 
sity dried 
lose contact with 
Bie. W. was able'to 
| Case 4-—At the same , half variolous, half vaccine. 
9.—At the same time and plate. 
wes veccinated-by me; 1 nerva Morre, eight vears old, had been 
eine virus in three punct d to smali-pox, and 
arm, two on the left, on eight bours, and the 
two on each thigh, and ntly taken effect. 1 
fourth of an inch of the ¥ irus by several puuct 
on each hand. All of the hig ¥ 
“overpowered the small-po patient the varig 
‘was constantly able to at} brdimary | tok the 
business. smaller 
5.—At the same 
Eunice Williams was inoculated 
mentioned, for the small-pox, and —— 
vaccinated, I made two broad ad the small-pox prevailed, — 


ACCELERATION OF COW-POX. 


became 
covered with 
her children 
ease. 


Twenty Cases at Falmouth, Mass. 1817. 
The small-pox was brought into this town 
one of its mhabitants from New York, but 
e disease was so mild, that it was ot first 
mistaken for chicken-pox, but it gradually 
assumed a serious aspect. A messenger 


been inefficient in cases of long e 
the small-pox, or inoculation for 
» & few hours ious to vaccination. 
accination liberally applied by numerous 
tures is alone efficacious in such cases. 
have no doubt that the small-pox may be 
expedited in the same manner as the vaccine 


Lam, Sir, with much 
Fansuer. 


documents inclosed in your letter were 
perfectly unknown to me, and they are 
— much so in our city, nor did 1 ever 
that your i well 


out-general the smali-pox, as you 
say, but that the same isthe more physiolo- 


ies gically correct ; and that it coincides with that 


of Dr, Brice, of Ireland, whose book was 
published a few years after the introduction 
vaccination, Im order to test the con- 


of 
stitutional operation of the disease, he ad- 
2E2 
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Case 10.—Stamford, Connecticut. _| to attend their sick friends at the ; 
_ ‘Two little girls had been exposed to small- Smoall-pox Hospital. 
Pox, and inoculated two days. 1 was pre-| From the preceding cases, it is apparent 
vented, by the false tenderness of t ona that vaccination in the usual manner has ; 
of punctures, and the childrea both had 
the small-pox. ‘ 
Casz 11.— East Windsor, Connecticut, 
. 1817. 
A-young lady, who had been exposed to 
about week, vaccinated ase. 
If any professional gentleman should be 
So She was much alarmed, and jp he 
ith good reason, but the ‘ iting the vaccine , he may convince 
himesif by the simple experiment of vacci- 
nating a person who has not hed the dis- q 
Case 12. ease in two different places on the arm, one i 
4 had the cesual small-pox.| with a broad-pointed lancet, and the other 4 
ildren hed been exposed to| With a spear-pointed lancet; charge the j 
t a week, whea they were with virus, 
umerous punctures, with ; the large pancture will progress 
cation wi » but 
and of the mother|small pustule will still proceed until the 
r of fine vaccine efflorescence begins around the large pus- 
tete|tule, and then the emall pustule will ex- 
; @ sharp conflict hibit the fanciful appearance of a satellite to 
ishment of every | full grown pustule. The scabbing processes 
small-pox suddenly vanish - will take place together, and the smaller 
Aden. Cousien, tow will resemble the secondary puitule on a 
the mother of a lifeless infant on 
much from tht experiments which Ihave tated wi 
appear to be confirmed by the sccompeny- ] 
Case 13.—Wethersfield, ing letters from_Drs. Pascales and Smith. 
A young womss, whe ad sept «| 
child full of small-pox, pe To Andrew Johnstone, L.L.D. 
saved from the disease, after exposure for a) Reg. of the R. Jen. Soc. London. 
same ‘child in a similar manner, was also| Dear Six,—I am sorty to observe, that 
vaccinated successfully. 
ated to hasten the constitutional action 
the cow-pox, had been known or used in i 
| England or France, yet I took great part in 
our controversies on investigations of various 
another was sent to me at two years ago, as see 
New Bedford, where happened few printed shoots, which I take theliberty 
= vaccination. assistant, Mr. | to present you, and duly deliver at the post- 
ins, went to Falmouth, | office ; it is, therefore, my opinion, Sir, that 
a and found that one-hundred-and-sixty ex-| you are not only futly entitled to the honour 
posed persons had been inoculated for the |and merit of a safe and simple process to 
small-pox ; but twenty persons had been so 
long exposed, that it was deemed ine 
dient to imoculate them. Mr. Steb 
inoculated the whole of these twenty indi- 
viduals with vaccine virus liberally inserted 
in. numerous punctures, and wes entirely | ; 
successful im every case. They were able | 


420 MR. LAMING ON VACCINATION. 


vised that an insertion of the virus be made 
several, or many times, after the first and 
each day ; it would happen, that the first, 
acting on the system, would 

have the power of accelerating the more 
recent ones, all at once and simultaneously, 
‘showing thereby, that there had been a 
titutional power, and capable of basten- 

‘Ing into a well-formed pustule those that 
were, by many days, more recent than the 
ive aud leading onés. But if such a 
_Phenomenon takes place in one cause, it 
must naturally be inferred, by a law of 
“nature, that many insertions of the virus, 
‘practised on the human body, can have the 
power of shortening the period of the form- 
‘ation, and hastening that of the pustular 
termination. I need not observe what opi- 


oN VACCINATION. 
By Ricaann Esg., London, 


I wrsu to direct the attention of the pro- 
fession to a case adduced by Mr. Leeson in 
No. 303 of Tus Lancer, A child was vae- 
cinated with a view to ion against 
at the time i inent! d. The 


‘nion must have been formed of the inverse | that the 


“Tesults of various, or many insertions, that 
is, if the last insertion had been the only 
One transformed into a pustule ; the conelu- 
‘sion then must be, that the former vaccina- 
tions had been inactive in the constitution. 
The book ‘of Dr. Brice is not now under 
“my bands, but I am, 1 believe, 
in my statement of his doctrine, as well as in 
‘my inference, that if a constitutional erup- 
_tive affection commands the points of inser- 
tion of virus for pustular eruption, the same 

ts must command to a constitutional 

tvative, idiosyncrasy, &c., and out- 

th 


i y unfashionable and 
hasty letter, and, dear Doctor, think that I 
feel myself much honoured by your epis- 
tolary and professional request. Closing, 
besides, with my best wishes for your health, 
Tr acceptance of my cordial and respect- 

ts. 


Petrx Pascares, M.D. 
-ToDr. 8. Fansher. 


. 


Newhaven, February 19, 1826. 
ing been an eye witmess to an expe- 


Sylvanus Fansher, in which he 

in sa them from the small-pox, although 
they been exposed to the contagion of 
the small-pox from four to five days previous 
to vaccination, and had also been previous! 
imoculated with the small-pox infection,— 
therefore feel it incumbent on me to state, 


Narnay Surru, Professor of 
Physic, Yule College. 


pretty correct | is s 


of time (eight or nine days) to pervade 
system in an effectual manner. 
collect a case which occurred in my own 
practice in the year 1822, which forbids my 
coming to such a conclusion. The child to 
whom I allude, was sickening when I first 
saw it, with variola, communicsted from 
another and elder sister, neglected and dying 
with the disease. No time was lost in sub- 
jecting it to veccination ; and although in 
due time both diseases perfectly ined, 
the number of variolous pustules did not pro- 
bubly exceed a dozen, nor was the child fora 
single day rendered incapable of emusi 
itself on ficor of thé room as usual. 
this case, therefore, a later introduction of 
a matter of cow-pock into the system, 
an that practised by Mr. Leeson, appeared 
to be eminently successful. 
Tie are, I believe, vety 
generally convinced of their early erfor, 
of ascribing to vaccination a preventive in- 
fluence against variola, and now content 
themselves with employing it merely a8 a 
preparative to that disease ; but such a pfe- 
co as will be surely effectual, ‘for a 
imited period at least, in so modifying” its 
character, as to deprive'it of its severity 
terror. Such would appear to’be the gene- 
ral belief of practitioners at the present day, 
and 1 am not aware that any case bas tren- 


poses,” so as to produce “* a fine specimen” 
ninth day the patient sickened with variola, 
a | which ‘‘ ensued with such severity, that re- 
4 wry doubtful.” 
i. | If the result of this case be well corrobo- 
4 |rated by similar examples, it will go far to 
be rove. that it is not necessary to failure, 
i vaccine virus should be in any man- 
4 {ner defective ; but that there are certain 
i. | states and conditions of the system, incom- 
| patible with the benign agency of even pure 
| vaccine matter, and during which, the . 
| wat bo er 
That the matter employed was good, 
F by the result of its application to 
the second child, who “ escaped ‘small- 
4 pox” under circumstances certainly not of 
; | mitigated danger, having been impregnated 
var ; 
; | It may be conjectured, that the insertion 
| lof the virus by Mr. Leeson had not pre- 
ceded variolous infection a sufficient length 
j riment made on four persons to accelerate 
the progressive stages of the kine-pock, and 
 &§ force it to an earlier crisis than usual, by 
that I consider it an important improvement, 
‘and caleulated to give relief in certain cases 
where the common practice would fail. 
«The plan of inserting the vaccine infec- | 
tion in mavy places, and thereby hastening | 
its progress, as far as 1 know, originated | 
with Sylvanus Fansher. 


WOUND IN THE DIAPHRAGM. 
such a dependence, until | covered, so far, at least, 


to 
oes: of these remarks. 
The new featare 


described, will, I trust, provoke such com- 


munications as the i of the subj 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


CASE OF RECOVERY FROM A WOUND IN 
THE DIAPHRAGM, 


curred :— 

_. On the 17th of August, 1828, about twelve 

C. Krueger, a carpenter, 
truly athletic constitu- 


4 


knife in the left side of the chest ; 


was seized with extreme anxiety 
sensation of faintness ; the countenance 
of a deadly paleness, and expressive 


distress ; the eyes Glassy, the lips 
extremities cold, and breathing 


arteries, nor in the carotid, or the 

; not much blood had been lost, but 
medical attendant, who had been called 
immediately after the accident, suspected 
‘an internal hemorrhage, and pronounced the 


i habit, stabbed himself 


as to complain of 

the intolerable anguish and i i 

he felt. Two hours after the accident, P 


ip 


was 
the ; 
possible, a 
the 


3 


seized with hiccup; at 
time the want of breath and anxiety 


jous, especially during inspiration. 
ion could be felt in the renial and torted 


j 
essor Deru Tved, : 
ect | condition which clearly indicated an inter- 
? ; and which may possibly afford us|nal hemorrbage, and the lesion of some ‘ 
gome data whereon to found inquiries into ae Sane organ ; the face was pale, 
the nature of those states and conditions of | the body cold and covered with 
I reception of cow patient constantly f 
eee water, of which he drank a great quantity. q 
- the hed, however, become percepti- 
aS ble. The external wound was about an a 
TREATMENT oF suaLt-Pox. _| inch in length, its depth, according to the 
— patient’s statement, was at least three ! 
: To the observations on this subject by | inches; on introducing the finger into it, 
Mr. A. Stewart, at page 43 of the present the instrument was found to have entered 
volume, Mr. Stewart wishes to add the fol-| between the sixth and seventh rib, on the ' 
lowing remarks :—“ A separate bit of lint is | left side, at the distance of about an inch 
to be used to each pustule; I very much and a half from the sternum, in a direction 
. of breaking or tearing up the | towards the right, and downwerds ; the car- 
and, if dene so grect 
extent, " most likely result : and ravasation of blood be 
that a clear experiment of the practice may get could be freely moved 
be made, I beg to recommend pursuing the 
y felt, in that part of 
ing some certain and isolated part to which was accessible to the 
@ natare, and then sco whether pitting will was discovered ; the lang 
other ; leaving the result of both plans on mmtroducing it as as 
in juxtaposition in the same patient.” wen 
‘ lar portion of the disphragm, 
| rough which it was teedily pessed into the 
: abdominal cavity ; it was impossible to as- 
stomach, especially as the patient appeared 
in so great egony, as to make Professor 
Berudt epprehensive of his dying under his 
- cordingly united by adhesive plaster ; cold 
_ Tus following interesting case was ob- | fomentations were applied over the wounded 
served by Professor Berudt, of Greifswalde, | side, and lemonade freely given to quench 
in the neighbourhood of which town it oc- | the thirst, of which the patient complained 
as most intolerable. About. three hours 
after the accident, a slight re-qum 
ed to take place ; the face 
loured, the pulsations of the 
iD plethor pulse at the wrist were more ‘ 
re-acquired a more 
after the infliction of this | the dyspnoea, excessive anxiety, and great 
thirst, continued unabated. "Four hours 
| after the wound hed been inflicted, j 
x to such a degree, as to threaten immediat ' 
; his features were spasmodically dis- 
; the chest was hardly moved, and, 
as it were, forcibly compressed, and he com- 
| plained of being choked for want of sir. 
This condition contineed for nearly half an 
hour, when he was-seized with vomiting of 
patient to be in a dying state. On being| vomiting was follo a slight cough, 
placed on a bed, however, he somewhat re-| and the expectoration of mucous matter, in 


the countenance became 

i the pulse intermittent, and 

small, and respiration so very laborious, 
suffocation was every moment expected. |ing the 19th he was tolerably 

intermission, the general 


i 


t debility, he was complete’ 


EXTIRPATION OF THE OVARIES. 


Cass 1.—A Polish lady, 40 years old, of 
middie stature, and constituticn, 


422 EXTIRPATION OF 
which there was alsd no blood. Five hours! snd frequent, he was again bled to fifteen 
still k ; the tem ture sk was 
web ayapna and had | impeded ; pain in the shoulder, 
a little subsided, but were periodically ex- | sensation of constriction of the chest, had 
acerbated. These fits generally began with | diminisBed, but were greatly augmented 
1 hiccup, and terminated in vomiting, and} daring the frequent attacks of coughing. 
very 
that 
At 
little more tolerable; during five hours,| peared ; the following night was, however, 
about twenty attacks of about five minutes’ | rendered rather worse, 
| duration each, were observed; At six aspen fits, to which the patient had 
4 o’clock in the evening new symptoms arose ; | always been subject, and which consisted in 
‘ the patient was suddenly seized with violent | a convulsive trembling of the left arm, dis« 
4 in the left shoulder, which subsequent. | tortion of the face, giddiness, and great 
4 extended towards the right; it was of a|anxiety. The patient was, however, tole« 
| ing kind, and greatly increased his suf- | rably well on the morning of the 20th, and, 
ferings ; after two hours, however, his con- | to prevent the recurrence of the spasmedic 
dition considerably improved, the attacks of | attacks, was ordered injections, and a plas- 
and his countenance ther|/he had, however, four fits in the course of 
A more composed, The pain in the sboulder | the day, but none during the night. On the 
. continged, and was not relieved by venesec-| 22d, the patient was considerably worse, 
tion, by which, however, not more than ten | respiration was laborious, the left side coms 
ounces could be taken. During the night,| pressed; the pulse 80, and small; the 
he was again bled to fourteen ounces, and| countenance expressive of distress, He 
ordered to take the tincture of opium to allay | complained of violent pain in the chest and 
the irritation of the stomach. He slept | left shoulder; great anxiety, oppression, and 
; well for three hours, and in the morn- | want of breath ; these symptoms were pe- 
disappeared on t 3 he | grains of calomel every , an injection of 
of witch. assafcetida, an opiate poultice over the left 
5 es @ deep inspiration, caused a very acute | side, 20 drops of the tinct. opii, and to be 
The pulse was 100,/ bled to 12 ounces; after the venesection, 
and regular; the skin moist, and the 
thirst less troublesome. From the succession | evening returned, so as to require a repeti- 
j Of the symptoms, as well as from the absence | tion of the bleeding. On the 
tod ofthe on the whole, much better; 
pulsations heart, d cea still periodically retu 
peered the hangs, heart, and stoma, was bled 
‘were wot wounded, nor was it likely there | On the 24th he felt quite well, 
é' was any extravasation, although it seemed,| pain in the chest; eight leeches w 
) from the direction of the’ wound, that the | plied to the side; his mouth having Ml 
ime 
din 
der- 
pli- 
00 
or 
tereostel muscles: their periodical recur- | oe 
renee tends to confirm this opinion. On the 
morning of the 18th, the patient wes bled to 
i ten ounces; the cold fomentations were 
continued, and |aure! water given interwally. 
Ta the course of the day, no material change 
tok place; the pein in the shoulder som 
what subsided, but the pulse remaining hard| plied, in 1825, to Dr. Dieffenbech, of Berlin, 


fit 
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was tied before i 


which it w 


ound was closed by four su- 
ration lasted for about twenty, 


by 
t 


rritation in 


not above three ounces of 
> Symptoms of i 


ths afterwards the 
and 
hild. 


About sixteen mon 
became 


infant's 


of uneven 


childs ‘The 
ze of an in 


con- 


egain pregnant, 
delivered of a health 
pounds 
of a bluish 


t in w 


head, ei 
od 


ig 
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after the extracted ovary was of the si 


, 47 years of | tion. 
, borne her patient 
rwards had | due time, 


, the left 
so that, in her 46th year, 


to menstruate, perceived, 


who had, in her 41st year 
th child, and two years afte 


‘Case 2.—A country woman 


latter 
to 
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on ac the bene domen was as large in the last, month of 
rid pregnancy ; it did not cause much pain, and, 
about ising from the pres- 
of a bi brgans, she felt pretty 
to wh Jared the disease to 
the left ovary, and, 
was d H the consent of the 
On ex h removing it by the 
resis ng beep made 
fo the ensiform carti- 
movea hphysis, somewhat to 
extent the peritoneum was 
cover ots of serum imme- 
lines j e epiploon and intes- 
marrie umour was found ad- 
childr 
struat 
case 
greath 
some 
the me 
om was that of a female, oI 
ge. during seven 
children, and, after dhe fourth 
m this peri t a constant 
left side, which, after the 
gen to swell, so as at last to 
tebral ple left hypochondrium; men- 
pur wit} disappeared, and was re- 
asce ious leucorrhea, The opera- 
mou 1 as in the second case; 
hem ing of the intestines was very, 
was nd could net be 
utures ur was detached from its 
peritoneum and the os ilei; 
pedicle i MEEEEEes fixed to the 
cmon be-| broad was di- 
. panitic, tery tender on pressure, vided; the w 
hmour had evidently increased in| tures. The o 
size, but under a very rigorous antiphlogis- | minutes, 
tic treatment these symptoms subsided | blood were los 
. within a few days, and the wound having | the intestines and peritoneum acceded, i 
suppurated for some time, the patient ulti- | were happily subdued by the use of opium. 
mately recovered, of course without any di-| Her recovery wes Do further ey and 
Magazin.| was completed six weeks after the opera- 
the ab-| — 


i 


cure i 
than t 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


wand i 
ying on an inclined 


method,” he says, * 


anner :—An incision, nine inches | where an apparent 


" . having been made through the |such a relaxation of 


permanent extension of 


discharged ) left ovaty, comparatively, is is 


ut without Senin to any | tients | 


vis, and et its upper portion 


sec, which, being punctured 


in leo 


424 MR.-SHELDRAKE ON 
soribed in the y 
A fourth case or angle. a 
thor ; the peti 2 no unfavourable 
was performed on the second, ®, 
d broken constit ook place through 
ion of 
of th 
operation offer 
» was fou 
sion caused a 
sed, b 
bund n 
Af 
d, one 
h two 
d retai 
je wou gre 
m the middle of or 
gth 
} integuments, while glovuls UmOUr, 
q the size of an adult’s head, and of cartila~| * Itis very cur 
ginous consistence, was discovered ; it ap- | cases the disease 
peared to be firmly fixed in the cavity of the this strikingly coy : 
and part of the epiploon, prolapsed, aud the which bears a remar 
operator finding it impossible to detach the eases of the testicles - 
tumour from its firm adhesions to the pelvis most pathologists, are 
and the organs contained in it, was obliged to occurrence on the left 
remove the parietes of the sac, and to re- ticle—Vide Morg 
duce the rest of the tumour, es well Aforb, Ep. 43, Art. 43. 


Mr. Cline, that the 
this practice must be justly at- 
I kaow that Sir Suaviter-in- 
not fortiter in re, who suc- 
him, bas that he first intro- 
this practice ; aad has added, that al- 
be had invariably recommended it 
patient who had consulted him for 
years, he doubted if any one had de- 
the least benefit from it ; this was told, 
in the confidence of private friendship, to 
am not under any engagement 
and therefore mention it 


it 


down, therefore, in a horizontal way, 
ys take off the weight from the curve ; | 
wou 


there is something wrong about these 


general | tients; there is something about them the 


induces muscular rancour, or muscolar irrite- 
bility: it is an object to give all possible 
e to their muscles, it is en object, 


consult him the best means of res 
the Jost eb Gute, instead 


SPINAL CURVATURE. 435 
ture believe to be true, the former I know is not; 
gins to stand and walk ;” , secondly, | because this mode of treatment was first 
“‘ he therefore proposes a new method of | proposed and adopted by Pott, in om a 
treatment, viz. of making the pati t remain |ing to cure spinal curvatures when 
on thw roster, part off tho agen the caries of the vertebre; it was next. 
hands and knees, moving sbout os much as and used by ton as an univer- 
possible.” I shall, at present, confine my | sal 
observations principally to Dr. Verniére’s| account of the great facility with which it 
first, whieh is his strongest position. in the |can be both recommended and practised, it 
remarks to which it will maturally give | bas passed into general use. . 
Tise. From what you have printed as Aberne- 
_ Ido not know to what extent the practice thy’s lectures, and which I, therefore, be- 
that he mentions has been carried in France lieve are so, I have made the following 
and Germany, but I do know thet, in this | extract—In speaking of the 
Country, no practice hes ever been at once | treatment of spinal curvature, t i 
so general and so jneffectual. Two causes| says, Now, you will say, 
firet, the extreme |use of bothering us about these 
y with which every person believes| they are not diseases! No, 
they understand and apply it; they are not diseases but 
duced so much profit to those who practise be more bothered 
Sting about any thing you may me 
consulting surgeons, are resorted to in cases | there are young ladies, whose 
of teal or supposed difficulty. give any thing to have 
It was said, and with much truth, of the | Now I tell parents that 1 have 
late Mr. Cline, that when « patient entered | with, that they must avoid =’ 
his consulting-room, the first thought that | which produced the original curvatures. I 
arose in his mind was, how many remained those curvatures are; 
waiting for their tarns in the outer room? lie down es much ts 
For their time he had the greatest considera- le weight off the pillar 
tion, and be deter- because whatsoever 
mined to get rid of the one was present u it, will unavoidably 
in the least time possible. As every one suc- 
ceeded, in their turn, to this enviable point sae os your head 
of time, they were then treated with perfect | and carry them t ae beep oy 8 
ture, and the words *‘ lie } upon your) straight backs; but I say weight on the 
back, and lie still for a long time,” were | head must be injurious: therefore I tell 
soon pronounced, you can easily imagine | them to lie down to avoid the causes which 
how quickly patients succeeded to each other | increase it, and to lie in a horizontal posture, 
in that gentleman's practice. Mr. Cline] Many say you should lie in a horizovtal 
Was aceustomed to say, in the jocoseness of} manner, so as to extend the vertebral 
private friendship, that he adored daily pa-| column, but that can never be done. Lie 
tients, thought little of those who came on 
alternate days, despised tertians, and held | 
quartans in utter abhorrence. With such ent 
ao upon this defect, you may | from taking that degree of active exercise 
the quantity oe ae who came | which is conducive to health, because I say 
like shadows, so departed. It was to this 
t 
: therefore, that they should have active exer- 
cise, and an object to give them all possible 
strength, that they may 
supporting the head and weight. i 
“Drea 
| sou ever to smile upon and 
_ with some ~ female, who may 


—< 
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roaring so as to frighten her out of her wits, 
his argument would be something like that 
which follows :—“‘ We all know that the 
best means of removing the defect you Ia- 
bour under, consists in leaving all parts of 
the body free from restraints, in throwing 
on part into its natural action, as much 
as the strength of the patient will allow ; 
therefore I advise you to lié down flat on 
your back, to lie quite still for a very long 
time every day, besides the time that you 
may naturally be in that situation at night 
while you are asleep; I advise you to do 
this, because, while you are thus lying 
down, will have no exercise ; but in- 
stead of obtaining that, in combination with 
the good effects of ait, you will acquire that 
debility which falls upon sick people who 
ate necessarily confined to their heds, and 
this is the best method that can be adopted 
to cure the defect under which you labour.” 
Risum teneatis. Yet this is the only syllo- 
ay or inference that can be drawn from 

e lecture of this cynosure in modern 


To be more serious; I shall venture to 
affirm that all spinal curvatures, exce 
those which are produced by caries of the 
vertebra, are occasioned by the improper 
positions of the bones with respect to each 
other, into which they are thrown in conse- 
quence of the relaxed state of the ligaments, 
and when these distortions have once begun, 
they are kept wp and increased by the de- 
ranged or unnatural action of all the mus- 
cles which connect them together. This 
being the case, it will follow, of course, that 
the only effectual method of cure must be to 
restore the bones to their natural situations, 
the ligaments to their natural strength, and 
the muscles to their natural actions. Now I 
call upon our Ursa Major to demonstrate, if 
he can, how these effects are to be produced 
by laying a patient flat upon bis back fora 
long time, either upon an inclined plane, or 
in a position that is perfectly horizontal. 
“ 1 can call spirits from the vasty deep,” 

re makes one of his characters 
say: “* but if you call them, will they 
answer you?” says the respondent. In this 
ease, certainly not, is my reply; because 
there is no man existing who is better quali- 
fied than Ursa Major to demonstrate any 
fact in anatomy, physiology, or pathology ; 
I am quite certain that, if he will take 
the view of the subject that I have given, 
he will acknowledge that no benefit either 
has been, or can be, derived from this prac- 
tice which has been so universally followed ; 
and it certainly is not to the credit of modern 
science that it has been suffered to retain its 
influence so Tong, 

Dr. Verniére is the first professional 
writer who has placed this practice in the 
light in which it ought to be seen; he has 


wise, justly touched upon princi 
which thou be acted apon im curing these 
curvatures ; but, I with you, that it is 
very improbable that the modification of the 
principle which he has sug , should be 
adopted with a beneficial effect. The trivial 
practices tliat he recommends are found- 
ed upon a just idea of the causes of the 
defect that he proposes to remedy, and, 
if acted upon, will have a tendency to re- 
move, or, at least, diminish it; but instead’ 
of such tices, a firm and decided mode 
of treatment, rationally and steadily applied, 
is the only course to be followed with a 
rational chance of success. I have, for along 
time, been in the successful prac- 
tice of curing that as‘ well as other mal- 
formations. As much time must elapse before 
I can arrange all the facts that 1 have col- 
lected, I will, if you wilf favour it by inser- 
tion, arrange an epitome of the general sys- 
tem of the treatment that I have adopted 
for the cure of these defects, which, I trust, 
will convey some useful information to @ 


ion of readers. 
portion of your 
. 
43, Allsop Terrace, New Road. 


ON THE PHYSIOLOGY OF 
By Mr. T. Wiew 


Tene is not an ofgan in! 
more remarkably distinguig 
apparatus than the ear, andi 
as imperfect as its structut 
Even the auricle or external 


ciples. 
that every radiation of sound which 
the surface of the external pinna, must, * 
mately, traverse the meatus auditorius ; ane 
all will agree that the office of the auricle is 
purely mechanical, and must assuredly tend 
to magnify sound; but it is not enough 
merely to accumulate the sonorous rays, and’ 
thus to increase the acoustic sensation, or 
render the organ acute ; the power of hear- 
ing = is also a faculty essentially 
requisite. Now, although the artificial ear- 
trumpet, or auricle of the artisan, magnifies 
sounds, it invariably renders them some- 
what confused ; it does not represent the 
sonorous vibrations as received through 
the medium of the natural auricle. Herman 
suggested the following queries :—On what 
principle is the natural auricle constructed? 
In what does the auricle differ in structure 
from the ear-trumpet? But, before we at- 
tempt to resolve these inquiries, we may make 
a slight allusion to the laws of acoustics. 
Sonorous bodies are such as, by am, act of 


| | 
t naturally exposed to general 
has never been explained on ac 
Th 
i 
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Go of preserving a|edjusted and stretched on the rim of the 
ile continuous vibration. bodies are such | barrel, is plainly conducive to free oscilla- 
se as are limited im the power of oscillation, | tion; but such is not the state of the mem- 
is and only retain a momentary sound. Now, | brana tympani; we observe the manubrium, 
he the vibrations of the media of sound are de-|or handle of the malleus, pressing on its 
be scribed as analogous to the radiations of| centre; this is far from increasing its ten- 
ial light, differing only inasmuch as one isen-|dency to vibrate. It is much the best 
d- tirely a motion of oscillation, and the other| means to annul such a property. Let the 
he a continued transition of particles. They| pelts of a drum be impressed in a similar 
d, are emitted in the form of pulsating cones,| manner, and the reader will discover, on 
e- which proceed in rectilinear directions, and| making the experiment, a striking diminu- 
ad which are subject, when impeded, to the) tion of vibratory power; yet the membrana 
de general laws ot reflection. papas, the bones, and also the parietes of 
d, * Now, if when sonorous rays impinge on|the ear, may vibrate in consequence 
a the membrana tympani, they do not corre-| violent concussion, and then the sound will 
T4 spond, i.e. if they do not strike the mem-| continue when the primary cause is sus- 
c-" brane at the very same instant, they will) pended. And it is also a fact well worthy 
necessarily cause a plurality of sounds; | of remark, that when the mind is un 
re bat it is evident that from every single | pared for a loud detonation, this noxious 
i}. pulsation of the auditory medium, unity | effect is ially produced, This would 
T- of sound ought even to result. Is not the| seem to indicate not only that-the muscles 
s- auricle of the human ear conformed to| of the ear do exercise the faculty of modi- 
od this physical principle? And is it not to| fying sound, but also that they are subject 
t, the neglect the same, that we ought to| to the control of the will. 

a attribute the imperfection of the ear- 


trumpet? It is perfectly impossible that 
~ sonorous radiations which suffer great 
ons from the sides of this instrument, 
se which proceed comparatively 
reach their destinations in equal 
must arise discordance in 
is not the auricle of the ear so 
‘structed, as not merely to 
‘ations, but also to effect their 
onvergence? Is not sucha 
ately required, to prevent in- 
Jacious impressions ? 


4 THE TYMPANUM. 

st um is derived from a 
4, which signifies a drum; and 
réal drum has not only been con- 


2 analogous to the tympanum in 
meture, but also in its physical proper- 


na ties. Now the ordinary drum is distin- 
is guished by its sonorous powers. BY a 
od Single stroke made on its vibrating pelt, a 
gh thousand may strike in succession on the 
rd tympanum ; but if the tympanum also be a 
or. ing drum, these sonorous rays must 
r- again be multiplied / But, in this respect, 
ly the ear and drum are remarkably dis- 
Tr. similar. The main intention of the latter, 
68 is to multiply sounds by frequent vibrations ; 
e- while that of the former is truly to repre- 
he sent the number of vibrations of surround- 
zh ing bodies ; and as, in their functions, we 
an perceive an important disparity, so also 
at their structures are adapted ; and if the 
i? membrane of the tympanum, or any 
re other part of the auditory organ, do really 
st possess the power of vibration, it is limited 
ke am the same as a mere conductor. This 

truth we endeavour to show in the sequel. 
of The method on which the pelt of a drum is 


ON THE OSSICULA AUDITUS. 


The magnitude of sound produced on 
drum, will ever be found (ceteris paribus 
in the combined ratio of the force of the 
stroke and the size of the organ. But we 
observe that even without the advantages of 
the external ear, ossicula auditus, and the 
membrane of the tympanum, an acute sense 
of hearing may still be retained. But al- 
though, in such a case, the sense be acute, 
the sounds are confused ; hence we observe, 
that although nature has shown a disposition 
to magnify sound, it is her paramount aim to 
ensure its distinctness, To this important 
end, the ossicula auditus are adjusted in the 
tympanum. 

All the bones of the tympanum being 
supposed to be invested with a tremulous 
property, physiologists describe the ossicula 
auditus as the ordinary conductors of sound. 
But the proper conductor of sound from the 
external ear to the foramen ovalis, is the air 
of the tympanum, and it were easy to prove 
that this medium alone is ‘amply sufficient ; 
and so far from the osseous chain being de- 
signed to promote the transmission of sounds, 
it will probably be found to decrease their 
intensity in the act of averting discordant 
vibrations. 

When a pulsation of a medium of sound 
has impinged on the membrane of the tym- 
panum, the whole chain of bones will in- 
stantly relax, and while the handle of the 
malleus will then but slightly compress the 
membrana tympani, the membrane of the 
foramen ovalis will be partially relieved of 
the pressure of the stapes, and thus it is pre- 
‘mes for the sonorous impulse. The mem- 

rane of the tympanum having thus been im- 


pressed by a single pulsation, it will resume 


\ : 
| 
| 
| 


is re-adjusted on the membrana ovalis, 
further 


, and that thi negative 
ity is secured to the ear by the ossicula 
auditus and their muscular adjuncts. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND DRS. HARRISON 
AND GORDON SMITH. 


’ Hampstead, June 27, 1829. 
My pear S1r,—I have read with great 
satisfaction your article, published in Tue 


Lancer of this day; and I cannot better 
devote a leisure hour than to the purpose of 
addressing a few lines to you on its most 
important subject,—on what you have, with 
yaon truth and great felicity of language, 


ominated “‘ THE SACRED cAUSE”—not 
only of the physicians of England, but of 
— Ny humanity. 
sixth paragraph of your paper 
there are expressions of dissatisfaction, a 
to the treatment your anxious and laborious 
conflict met with from those who were 
bound, by every tie of honour and consist- 
ency, to have countenanced and supported 
you. In the dignified censure there con- 
veyed, I know that I am not included ; and 
I believe you are satisfied, that if [ had not 
expended my pecuniary resources upon a 
great public object, (connected with profes- 
sional improvement,) I should have = a 
pride, at least, if not a pleasure, in standing 
the whole brunt of the action in your place. 
T need not tell you, (though every reader 
of this communication may not be equally 
well informed on the subject,) that 1 was 
not one of those who went “ forward, durian 
the contest, to enlighten the public with 
their profound lucubrations on college affairs, 
in order to display their own learning and 
wishes.” Forward certainly went ; 
8 the editor of a medical journal at the 
rise of your warfare, and took a hearty and a 
well-founded part with you. You know 
that I did myself a very t injury by the 
course I adopted. You know that I have 
made, at least, one Feiiow my imp 
and dastardly foe by my conduct; and others 


man to be moved by these things, 
the of healing a disease 
mean that 


It was only yes- 
terday evening that I got at the bottom of 
a long-suspected story of this Fel/ew’s ma- 

per occasion will arrive for 
hi 


personal acknowledgments, with a posi- 
tive disclaimer as to any official 5 my 
The truth is, the independents and I have 
had no meeting or correspondence 
nearly two years, and | am m4 hi 
pleased with them; in fact, 
much as you do with regard to them. 
have run away from the field, 
our contempt. Still, perhaps, 
make allowances for the weakness 
sical nature, and the terrific name 
This latter having now been 
@ mere scarecrow, as far as 
College is concerned, I hope our fri 
will recall their courage, and, as 
longer any danger, proffer that aid 
we stand no longer in need, 

There are two points I intended to 
drawn the attention of the profession 
the course of my animadversions on 
arrogance and usurpation of the 
when I was interru by ill heal 
journal of which 1 was editor has si 
fallen into the hands of those who 
neither talent nor honesty for the argument. 
In fact, I was (as you know) robbed of it in 
a very extraordinary manner, of which the 
professional public shall, ere long, be 
tified with a detail, One of the points it is 
hardly requisite to state; let me, however, 
go so far towards bringing it under notice 


2,8 


Es 


so near your own 
ducted ourselves 


conversaziones; but they have the art of 
collecting a great number of fools there, one 
of whom I got into a very serious scrape at 
the Old Bailey, chiefly in consequence of the 
part he contributed towards the amusement 
of one of these very distinguished -virées. 
The other point never has been stated, 


and I ayail myself of the -pportunity to 
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; position elasticity, and the | have gone as far as they durst, in showing 
the handle of te| me their resentment. But I ‘am not the 
: r malleus passes firmly on its surface, again the ee 
| 
; not only in the membrana tympani and | restoring people to the possession of 
eqtleals ‘endless, but also in the liquor of| senses where they voluntarily lose sight of 
| eoturnicus. Thus having preconceived that them; and several restorations of this na- 
A the ultimate intention of the auditory faculty 
4 is to learn the vibrations of external objects, 
7 the writer has induced the position that the 
middle ear of animals ought never to vibrate 
like the artificial drum; but every ~ 
single pulsation that strikes on tympa-| However, this is dign 6 . 
num, only one should be transmitted to the independent physicians of England, owe you 
sitive nerve, and thus be productive of|® multitude of thanks. If I again —— 
self their organ, | shall be plastered in 
Medical Gazette ; and as 1 have the most 
; profound respect for the talented and libe- 
ral gentlemen who conduct that sprightly 
journal, must restrict myself to return my 
| 
as to say, that throughout the contest you 
{ and I (if you will allow my pronoun to stand 
FO have expressed and con- 
Le ike gentlemen. 1t is true 
i that the Fellows do not invite us to their 
4 


PROFESSIONAL DIVISIONS. 429 


write it down, first 
College has any j ction, it ex’ toa 
circle of conduits round London. Allow 
me to ask any topographer, any ordinary- 
witted cockney, what London was in 
early part of Henry VIII.’s reign? Now, 
dare they extend their ion to the 
seventh milestone beyond Hyde Park Corner? 
—beyond the separate and distinct City of 
Westminster, or the Borough of Southwark? 
Confine them to their chartered limits, and 
two miles, at least, in every direction, must 
be excised from their sway. Perhaps you 
do not know, that in the celebrated town of 
Brentford the seven mile stone stands in the 
centre of a house, which presents three 
windows in the front, and is in the occupa- 
tion of a haberdasher, named King, who 
considers the circumstance of the said stone 
being stuck against his tenement, sufficient 
distinction to warrant him to advertise him- 
self most lustily in the Sunday newspapers. 
Now, suppose this Kino of Brentford to 
be taken very ill, either in the top or in 
the toe, and to be laid due east and west, 
(as the Oxford and Cambridge Colleges are 
said to be built,) in the middle room, over 
and across the milestone in question, and 
that you and Dr. Chambers, (for instance), 
or myself and Dr. Paris, were both called 
in. What adilemma! “ Here,” one of 
these learned Fellows might say, “ isa case 
within the seven miles, upon which I am 
disqualified from consulting with Dr. H. or 
Dr. S:;" but suppose we were to reverse 
the ‘posture of the patient, and place the 
seat of bis malady beyond the milestone !— 
Oh !—then—&c.!!! 

My dear Doctor, I am now going to re- 
lease you from the peresal of so much prose, 
(being anxious to avail myself of my ru- 
rality for the pu of writing a little 
poetry) ; and I will doso by informing you, 
that great as your triumph over the College 
has been, 1 look forward to a still more 
complete victory. You know my favourite 
pursuits lead me into courts of justice ; the 
first time I may happen to be produced there 
as a witness, | shall be asked, no doubt, if 
Tam A MEMBER OF THE COLLEGE OF PHY- 
stctans? My intended, but very simple 
answer, I shall not reveal. Be assured it 
will do more towards annihilating the Col- 


_ lege than your expensive law suit. 


lam, my dear friend, 
Your very sincere and faithful 

Joun Gorpon 

' P.S. Perhaps you will pardon me for 
telling the public, what you will not con- 
descend to tell them yourself, that the 
amount of your expenditure in the late law 
suit with the Royal College of Physicians, 
is the enermous sum of NINE SHILLINGS AND 
sixpence, ineurred for printing circular ac- 
eoutits of your victory, 


APOTHECA RIES. 
Tue liberal and well-educated members 
of the medical profession, those I mean who 
have some ideas beyond cramming their 
patients’ stomachs with physic, whether they 
require it or no, and of fleecing their pockets 
and filling their own, must feel — in- 
debted to you for the energy and _ 
you have always displayed in exposi 
ignorance aud tricke: of the craft of 
barb Hall. It is, indeed, truly degrading, 
that a set of mere a aries, gallipotters, 
and bolus-makers should possess the in- 
fi they appear to have in London and 
elsewhere ; but as long as John Bull is the 
easy gullible animal he is at present, and 
while the well-informed surgeon and - 
sician degrade themselves so far as to 
beholden to the dignitaries of Water Lane, 
I fear things will ever remain as they are at 
present, 

Having resided, for a considerable time, 
in | poe where such a system did not exist, 
and where the line of demarcation was pro- 
perly drawn between the mere compounder 
of yo and the intelligent practitioner, I 
was not a little surprised, and at the same 
time disgusted, when I first came to Lon- 
don, with the practice which prevails here. 
The profession of medicine in the metro- 
polis is far too much subdivided and por 
tioned out into different departments ; and 
it is to this cause that we must attribute the 
paucity of those who p that Pp 
hensive knowledge of its various and com- 
plex branches, which, though difficult to 
attain, is, in itself, the best reward of its 
cultivators, and is the only means of raising 
them to that rank in society which-ought 
to be the ambition, alike of the surgeon and 
physician. 

First of all, there is the mere druggist and 
chemist, whose only business is to be ac- 
quainted with the medicines he has in his 
shop, as a grocer is with his pickles and 
sauces, or a pastry-cook with his jellies and 
cakes; he knows the name of each, their 
price, and has, or ought to have, a sufficient 
knowledge of pharmacy, to be able to mix 
and compound them in a proper and correct 
manner. But this very humble, though 
useful, occupation does not, in general, sa- 
tisfy the knight of scales and measures, and 
the young brood of aspirants behind his 
counter. Ambition—* the last,” but fully 
as frequently the first, “ infirmity of noble 
minds,’’—is not unknown to them ; and be- 
ginning their medical career with, perhaps, 
exhibiting a dose of salts or castor oil, or 
of doctor’s cherry brandy, alias ‘* black 


| dose,” which, fortanately, will seldom do 


any harm, and, on the contrary, will often 
work a charm, they go on, from one degree 


beheve, and frequently also meke their 


t perfection to another, till at length they 


| 


dupes believe, that are complete ade 
in the “ ars this is 
to be much wondered at, considering the 
number of prescriptions they are in the 
daily habit of compounding ; in short, their 
knowledge is acquired in a manner similar 
that which Lord Byron describes :~ 

** She taught the child to read, and taught 


so well, 
That she hersel/, by teaching, learned to 


After the chemist, we shall mention that 
most doughty personage the apothecary, 
who is every thing, and yet nothing. It 
would be well, if he were to bear in 
mind his high and dignified lineage, 
which is so meaningly expressed in their 
patronymie—apothecary, from ‘‘ a-pot-he- 
catries,”’ ip consequence of his being the 
bearer or carrier of bottles, phials, pots, 
boxes, and injection-bags. As our present 
remarks shall be confined to these worthies, 
we shall not allude to any of the other vo- 
taries of ASsculapius, viz. the surgeon- 
aceoucheur, physician-accoucheur, surgeon - 
pure, and physician-pure. All we shall sa: 
at present respecting these is, woe-hetide 
the man or woman who has the benefit of 
so many advisers! The preacher saith, 
“ there is much wisdom in many coun- 
sellors ;’’ but surely, had he lived in the 
present day, he would have made some salvo 
to this very general adage. 

And now for the disclosure of the ‘‘ hole- 


and-corner” practice of the members of the 


Rhubarb conclave. In order that my read- 
ers may form a correct idea of this, I sball 
detail the ordinary routine of duties which 
are imposed on an apothecary’s assistant, 
for whom, by-the-by, the name of shop-boys 
would be much more appropriate. ‘They are 
expected to be ready equipped for potion- 
mixing and pill-making by seven or eight 
o'clock in the morning, and one (who is 
area the senior) proceeds to insert in 
day-book what are styled the ‘“‘ nereri- 
tions ;” these are either mixtures, draughts, 
decoctions, pills, powders, or salves, &c. 
which had been prescribed on some preced- 
ing day, and which are regularly and unin- 
terruptedly sent to the patient for one, two, 
or six months, or even longer ; in short, till 
the person, who, perhaps, has been out of 
town during the greater part of the time, 
finds, on his return, a room half full of bot- 
tles and boxes, and orders no more to be 
sent till further notice, The mere circum- 
stance of the patient’s servant saying that 

his master or mistress has not taken an 
medicine for the last week or fortnight, is 
never deemed a sufficient warning by the 
ecary ; and we much fear, that many 

the servants in the | of grand 

even find it to their interest, at the end of 
the year, to encourage the doctor's trade.” 
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ing all this time the patient is seldom 
reason, for assuredly it is well known, thet 
if he or she were occasionally encountered, 
the profitable humbug could not be kept up 
so long. So much for the repetitions on the 
day-book ; frequently not er than 30, 
40, or 50 of these are inserted every morn 
ing, before the duties of the day commence ; 
and when we consider that a patient, if at 
all respectable, is never allowed to have 
fewer than three or four draughts, for each 
of which he is charged one shilling and six- 
pence, we may easily understand how these 
apothecaries make fortunes, while the well- 
educated and well-informed practitioner is 
obliged to be contented with a bare compe- 
tency, From this statement it appears, 
therefore, that before the learned gallipot 
moves out in the morning, he has the satia- 
taction of seeing his counter covered with 
a regiment of phials, &c., all labelled and 
papered, and the time at length errives when 
he steps into his carriage to visit his pa+ 
tients. As a matter of course, the cases 
which are entrusted to his care are such as 
any old nurse could prescribe for. Should 
any serious symptom — itself, the 
assistance of Mr. ——, is 
immediately required, an responsibility 
is transferred. The apothecary 
is permitted, however, to prescribe for a 
slight cold, or sick and to encoun- 
ter either of these formidable ailments, the 
artillery of draughts (these paying the best) 
is called into requisition. Of these, one is 
ordered to be taken immediately, and to be 
repeated every hour, or two hours, so that 
not fewer than eight or ten are sent to one 
tient, besides ers, pills, and plasters. 
n the course of a day or so, the patient is 
quite well, but it would never do toallow him 
to think so for so much as a month ; he is 
told that he must take some slight tonic, and 
for this purpose he receives a mixture, or 
so many art consisting of an infusion 
of orange-peel, or of some syrup and rose- 
tea. Such is the nature of the repetitions 
to which we have alluded above, and such 
is the degrading and scandalous system fol- 
lowed by these Rhubarb practitioners. The 
truly contemptible manner of hunting for, 
or rather | should say of “ nabding, 
tients, is well worthy of their conduct in 
respects. I am acquainted with one of these 
dignitaries, who is in the habit of daily tak- 
ing a walk in the gardens of the square in 
which he resides. No doubt he goes there 
to enjoy the balmy air, and to admire the 
flowers and shrubs ; but very fortunately he 
finds that his amusement and interest are 
not uncongenial, but may be followed with 
great advantage at the same time. In hia 
promenade he meets the children, who are 
sent, under the care of servants, to take 
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their healthful exercise in the open air. 
With the tenderest solicitude, he inquires 
for their papas and mammas, and, with a 
tic shrewdness, discovers that the 
ittle chubby sporters have either not been 
altogether well, or perhaps are about to be 
indisposed! He remarks this to the ser- 
vents in attendance, and the chance is, that 
before they have reached honie with their 
charge, several parcels of phials and powders 
await them. This picture, I assure you, is 
not exaggerated, andl probably more than one 
of the “ craft” will recognise in it family 
resemblance. 

_ Another, and an extremely common prac- 
tice of these potion-mongers, is the follow- 
ing :—We shall syppose that one of their 
patients sends his servant to require the at- 
tendance of Mr.——-, or to have a prescrip- 
tion prepared; if, perchance, the servant 

h once or twice, or appear Signs. TO- 

ly from some debauch the night before, 
the attention of the apothecary is imme- 
diately, and with the utmost humanity, 
awakened; with a most knowing shake of 
the head, and feel of the pulse, he in- 
forms him that nothing is more dangerous 
than a neglected cold, or that a very serious 
disease of the stomach has arisen from a 
mere trifing beginning ; and concludes this 
abominable, wheedling discourse, by telling 
him he will send him something which will 
soon remove his complaint. The master, 
all the while, is perfectly ignorant of the in- 

i ition of his servant, and never dis- 
covers it till the end of the year, when, lo 
and behold, he finds his bill, which he ex- 
pected would not exceed a few pounds, ex- 
tended to seven or eight pages, each of them 
a foot and a half long, and giving a full and 
portioniee account of the draughts and pills 

housekeepers, housemaids, cooks, valets, 
footmen, cochmen, and grooms. ‘These are 
the profitable patients for the drivelling class 
of apothecaries to whom we are indebted for 
those sneers which are perpetually, and | 
must admit, with some degree of truth, cast 
on the members of the medical profession— 

a profession which, if rightly cultivated, and 
honourably followed, will be admired at 
once by the lover of humanity and the man 
of science. 

I will not enlarge more on this topic at 
present, as I trust that these few remarks 
will elicit information from many better 
able to commanicate by 
degrading system so - pursued 
the craft of Rhubarb all. 

JuvENIS. 

June 9, 1829, 


‘DUTIES ON PATENT MEDICINES, 

To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srrx,—Suceessful as you have hitherto 
been in reforming abuses with which the 
medical profession was shackled, your un- 
daunted exposure of all ‘* hole-and-corner” 
proceedings has induced me to request the 
publication of a few remarks on the “ Medi- 
cine Act,” so far as it relates to the stamp- 
ing of drugs and chemicals retailed by apo- 
thecaries, I do not complain against the 
stamping of all patent medicines ; that cannot 
in jastice be complained of, as they are the 
nostrum of one person, and belong to one 
property. Bat following clause, com- 
prehending, as it does, one half of the arti- 
cles in an apothecary’s shop, is to be found 
in the list of medicines ordered to be 
stamped. Mark, gentle reader, the passage 
I allude to:— Waters ; viz. all artificial 
mineral waters, and all waters impregnated 
with soda or mineral alkali, or with carbonic 
acid gas, and all compositions in a liquid or 
solid state, to be used for the purpose of 
compounding or making any of the said wa- 
ters,” This clause is unjust and oppressive 
a chaos of absurdities, and a monument of 
iguorance. Will the worthy solicitor of 
stamps favour me with an answer to this 
guestion. Is there any difference between an 
artificial mineral water, and one that is im- 
pregoated with mineral alkali? The clause, 
Mr, Editor, is the one on which so many in- 
formations have been laid, and the one which 
is so little understood by its readers. Is it 
not, Sir, cruel, that in a land which is styled 
the “‘ freest of the free,” and which has for 
its metropolis the “‘ wonder of the world,” 
is it not cruel, I repeat, that such a clause 
should be allowed to exist in its laws? But 
let me not rail against the laws of our 
country, but rather against the abuse of 
those laws by a set of men at once the 
most Pee | and despicable, who are sti- 
mulated to actions of so mean and dis- 
graceful a nature, by the very persons who 
profess to be guards of the liberties of the 
people, and who are appointed by govern- 
ment as such, That they do abuse this 
power, who can deny, when it is well known 
that the informer has one half of the penal- 
ties inflicted on the defendant, and by this 
means is sappieaee to proceed in his dia- 
bolical course, hat then, Sir, can be the 
reason of this abuse? This question may 
be answered with as little difficulty as, why 
the “‘ rhubarb hags” refuse to examine stu- 
dents who have not @ certain number of 
certificates, Interest is the main-spring of 
all these evils. The solicitor of stamps is, 
of course, glad of every information that is 
laid, inasmuch as it brings him his “ six 


shillings and eightpence ;” and so are the 
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clerks to the solicitor, inasmuch as it pre- 
serves them their situations ; for if it were 
not for informers, there would be no occasion 
thet eight or ten clerks should be kept in the 
solicitor’s office. Having been a witness to 
the aggravated losses of one medical man, 
and having made inquiries respecting the 
“* hole-and-corner”’ work of these worthies, 
T will, with your permission, next week, add 
a few remarks on the articles that may and 
may not, be sold, and the quibbles on which 
some of ay informers lay an information. 
am, Sir, yours truly, 
J. F.C. 


MEDICAL ASSISTANTS. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Sir,—I am endeavouring at this present 


ASSISTANTS.—INSANITY.—EAU DE COLOGNE. 


INSANITY, SUICIDE, AND SUDDEN DEATH. 


Tux following are the results arrived at 
by M. Fobert, in the pa to which, we 
stated at page 368, the French Academy 
had lately awarded the statistical prize. 

Insanity.—-The number of persons afflict- 
ed with madness, is one-third greater among 
women than men. Men are struck with 
madness most frequently about the age of 
30 and 31; women about the age of from 


i generally most dis- 

to melancholy, as the result of mis- 
ortune; men to suicide. Suicides are 
generally more common among men in the 
month of April ; among women in the month 
of August. Suicides are more frequent 
ied men; but, with women, 


time to become one of that particularly hap- | j¢ j 


py class of beings yclept medical assistants, 
and my object in thus addressing you is, to 
draw the attention of the profession calling 
itself “* par excellence” liberal, to the very 
singular light in which this said unhappy 
class seems to be viewed. Now, Sir, it 4 
= to me, that a gentleman, fully quali- 

ed to practise in his profession, and offer- 
ing himself as an assistant to a practitioner, 
may, without any very great stretch of 
fancy, be presumed to be at least as well 
educated, as well born, and accustomed to 
as good society, as the gentleman to whom 
he offers his services. With these (it would 
seem outré) ideas, I presented myself as a 
candidate for an assistantship, through the 
medium of a wholesale druggist in the city. 
1 have been regularly educated, have been 
accustomed to polished society both at home 
and abroad, and had, indeed, been simple 
enough to imagine that I ssed the 
common deportment and exterior of a gen- 
tleman. But now I find I have been most 
miserably in error; I find, that the expense 
of my medical education, the habits and man- 
ners acquired by mixing with the best so- 
ciety, entitle me to actuaily the enormous 
salary of twenty pounds per annum, and fur- 
ther,—will it be believed ?—I was told that 
I must take my meals in the “kitchen” 
with the ‘‘ other” menials. But is this to 
be endured, Mr. Editor? Should not these 
liberal-minded men recollect, that they also 
are liable to the chance of becoming assist- 


ants? But I mistake ; the mind that could | 
make such a proposal, can be only fit to| 
associate with menials, and, therefore, 
would find its proper level ia their society. | 
The individual who made this to, 
me, may, by chance, see this, and may pos- | 
sibly yet have sufficient grace left to blush 
at its recital. With every apology for occu- | 
pying your time thus long, 

1 remain your obedient servant, 


X.X, | 


Must it be concluded 
from this, that marriage is beneficial to men, 
while to women it brings sorrow? Suicide 
becomes more common among men, from the 
age of 35 to 45. Among women, frum the 
age of 25 to 35. The two sexes appear to 

reserve the difference of their manners and 
bits, in the choice of the means of de- 
struction to which they have recourse, 
Thus men choose cutting imstraments effd 
fire-arms ; women choose poison and suffo- 
cation. The more immediate causes of sui- 
cide among women, are jealousy and unfor- 
tunate attachments. Among men disap- 
pointed ambition, and the reverses of for- 
tune. Misery produces a pretty nearly 
equal number of suicides ia both sexes. 
Sudden Deaths,—About half the sudden 
deaths are produced by apoplexy. It has 
been observed, that from 1804 to 1814, there 
was a much greater number of apoplexies, 
than from 1813to 1823. Perhaps the differ~ 
ence is to be attributed to the moral effects 
produced by the political events that filled 
the former period. The proportion of apo- 
plexies amongst men and women, is 1670 for 
men, and 627 for women. ; 


EAU DE COLOGNE, 


For eau de Cologne of the purest quality , 
take spirits of wine of thirty-six degrees, 
four quarts; essential oil of cedrat and of 
citron, each three drachms ; oil of berga- 
mot, two ounces; oil of lavender, one 
drachm, twenty-four grains ; oil of thyme, 
twelve grains; neroli, three drachms; and 
oil of rosemary, three drachms, twenty- 
grains ; put the oils into the spirits of wine, 
and leave them to infuse for one month; 
then filter through biotting-paper.- Put 
into the mixture, when bottled, one pint of 
eau de melisse.—Jour, des Con. Usu. 
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NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, July 4, 1829. 


Iw the pages of this journal we have been 
often led to inquire into the cause of the ex- 
clusion of medical men from the importaut 
offices of state. Not only are they excluded 
from offices which they are entitled to hold 
by birth, talents, and habits, but even from 
offices, the duties of which cannot possibly 
be properly executed by any other indivi- 
duals. Frequently have we spoken of the 
great advantages that would result to the 
country, if some of the seats in the House 
of Commons were occupied by medical 
practitioners , but still more frequently of 
the evils which result from their not being 
appointed to the office of coroner. Already 
have we recorded many instances of the 
wretched incapacity of the present ‘ crow- 
ners,” and we have now to add another of 
some interest. 

On Sunday the i4th of June last, Mary 
Coates, the wife of a labouring man in the 
employ of a butcher of Harrogate, was 
taken suddenly ill after eating her dinner, 
consisting chiefly of gooseberry-pie. The 
house at which the woman resided was a 
short distance from Harrogate. Her hus- 
band spent only from Saturday evening to 
Monday morning (at his house) with his 
wife. Up to the hour of dinner Mary 
Coates was in perfect health. Soon after 
eating, however, she began to vomit exces- 
sively, while other dangerous symptoms ap- 
peared, and her parents, named Swales, re- 
siding a quarter of a mile distant, were sent 
for, They used every means of which they 
could think to alleviate her agonies, but 
without avail ; and she died within twenty- 
four hours after eating of the pie. Besides 
her father and mother, her little brother 
Richard, and a sister, were present when 
she died. After her death on Monday, the 
old man returned home with the boy; but 
before doing so, having nd suspicion of | 
poison, gave his son a portion of the " 
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maining fruit of the pie, and ate some of 
it himself. Before reaching home, Richard 
complained of a burning pain in his throat. 
The anxious parent could discover no cause 
for it, and gave the boy some milk. Exces- 
sive vomiting followed; old Swales was 
taken ill soon after ; the boy died on Tues- 
evening. His father recovered. The 
remaining at Coates’s ate either of some 
cake or pie, left at dinner, and was seized 
with violent sickness. Feeling suspicion at 
these suddendeaths, Mr. Scott of Woodhall, a 
neighbouring gentleman, directed some per- 
sons to acquaint the coroner with them, and 
an inquest was held on the bodies on Thurs- 
day the 18th, before Mr. Lee of Wakefield, 
when a verdict was returned ‘ that the de- 
ceased died by the visitation of God.’ None 
of the evidence given was published. The 
bodies were in consequence interred, and all 
inquiry for the present was hushed. 


On Thursday, after the funerals, two wo- 
men, neighbours, were in Coates’s house. 
The pieces of cake and pie still remained, 
and one of the women proposed to throw 
them away, as they might have been 
“smittled”’ from having been in the same 
house with the dead. The other objected 
to this, as she said they would not hurt pigs 
or chickens. She accordingly took them 
home with her,and gave them to her poultry 
in the evening. The next morning, to her 
horror, she discovered that every one of 
them (thirty in number) wasdead. A lively 
suspicion was then awakened, and through 
the praiseworthy vigilance of Mr. Scott, fur- 
ther inquiry was made ; Mr. Thompson, sur- 
geon of Harrowgate, who went to the spot, 
found pieccs of the cake on the dungbill, 
and Mr. West, a chemist of the same place, 
assisted in its examination. The result 
was, a strong belief in the latter gentleman’s 
mind that arsenic was mixed with it. Se- 
veral of the fowls were next opened, and 
the examination of their crops afforded 
similar proofs, Upon this, under Mr. Scott's 
and some other gentlemen's directions, the 
bodies of Mary Coates and Richard Swales 
were exhumed on the following Saturday, 
and Mr. Thompson and a Mr. Richardson 
examined them. The outer coats of the 
stomachs of both were highly inflamed, but, 
on their contents being tested, the presence 
of arsenic was not so conclusive as in the 
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fowls, the vomiting previous to death 
heving continued for many hours. Eventual- 
ly, Coates, the husband, was taken into cus- 
tody, and examined. The only particulars 
on this subject published, were the follow- 
ing:—A_ week preceding the fatal Sun- 
dey, his wife Lad purchased ‘‘a baking of 
flour,” part of which she made into bread? 
but reserved a small quantity for oeca- 
sional purposes. On the bread so made, 
she subsisted during the week, in her hus- 
band’s absence, and continued in the enjoy- 
ment of the most perfect health till Sunday 
morning week, at which time her husband 
was present. She then made the cake and 
pie, after partaking of which the several 
events above related took place. The hus- 
band himself escaped the calamity which 


befell all those who partook of either. The | 


prisoner has not yet been finally examined. 
Coates had been married about ten months, 
The unfortunate young woman’s parents 
were much against the match, and did every 
thing in their power to prevent it, The 
deceased and Coates did not live together on 
the best terms. Jane Swales still continues 
in a very dangerous state, from having par- 
taken of the food. The father has recovered 
so far as to be able to walk, but still labours 
under the effects of the poison. 


The above statement has been taken 
from the Leeds Intelligencer, and the pro- 
ceedings were noticed a few days afterwards 
in the Manchester Guardian to the follow- 
ing effect :-— 


“Tus Leeds Intelligencer lately gave a 
supposed case of poisoning, which recently 
occured at Harrogate. Although (according 


was returned, without any adequate surgical 
examination of the bodies, and apparently 
without any inquiry having been made as to 
the food of which the deceased persons had 
eaten, And, Lad it not been for a purely 
accidental circumstance, the cause of death, 
which may involve a crime of the highest 
magnitude, would have remained wholly 
unknown. ‘This, we are sorry to say, is but 
a ‘sample of the ordinary conduct ef 
roners. A few weeks ago, one of the co- 
roners for this hundred was endeavouring 
to persuade a jury, in opposition to the most 
direct and positive surgical evidence, and 
in manifest opposition to common sense, 
that a woman, who had lost her life by 
poison under very suspicious circumstances, 
had died from natural cayses. 

** Of course it is not easy for us to say 
whether the extraordinary conduct of these 
gentlemen arises from ignorapce and ime 
capacity, or merely from negligence. But 
it is perfectly clear, that people who thus 
conduct inquiries touching the death of 
their fellow-creatures, are quite unfit to be 
coroners ; and that all inquiries so conducted 
are the merest farces that can be conceived. 

** The office of coroner, in fact, stands in 
need of athorough reform. Friendly as we 
are to popular election, and to the inde- 
pendence of persons executing important 
judicial functions, we should consider the 
appointment of coroners by the crown a 
very great improvement upon the present 
system.” 


The tone of this article has given us great 
satisfaction, as it is evident that the incom- 
petency of the present race of coroners is 
forcing itself on the attention of the country. 
The appointment of coroners by the crown, 
however, would not lessen any of the ex- 
isting evils connected with the system un- 


to account) two persons, after eating of the 


same food, died, exhibiting all the ordinary | 


symptoms of having taken poison ; although 
another person, who had partaken of the 
same food, was afflicted by the same symp- 
toms, but did not die; although all the cir- 
cumstances of the case were most preg- 
nant with suspicion, yet, on an inquest 
being held on the bodies of the deceased, a 
verdict of “ Died by the visitation of God,” 


less competent medical men were to be the 
chosen officers; and we are too firmly 
impressed with the advantages resulting 
from popular elections to relinquish them 
almost under any circumstances, If the 
freeholders of a county elect a surgeon or 
physician, having a diploma from a com- 
petent college, there would be little chance 
of their choice falling upon an incompetent 
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individeal. But, if our colleges represented 
either the voice or the talent of the profes- 
sion, it would be well if government were to 
empower them to confirm, in every instance, 
the election of a coroner, as medical men 
must always be deemed the best judges of 
medical abilities. 

The situation of the prisoner Coates pre- 
cludes us from entering into any argument 
upon the circumstances which have tran- 
spired. We may, however, ask Mr. Non- 
medical-coroner, why the bodies of the de- 
ceased were not examined at the first in- 
quest? This man should know that half a 
pound of arsenic, or corrosive sublimate, 
might have been contained in the stomach 
of each, and yet have escaped detection, 
even with his penetrating eye, without the 
aid of a scalpel. Really “‘ crowners’ quests,” 
as at present conducted, are only calculated 
to throw suspicion on the innocent, or to 
protect the guilty from the just conse- 
queaces of their crimes. 


NON-MEDICAL CORONERS, 

Sin,—I was one of fifteen j 
inquest lately held before one of 
for this county. 

I have read your observations on the man- 
ner in which the duties of a coroner are 
sometimes performed, and cbserve that in 
your opinion it arises from that officer's 
want of medical knowledge; a species of 
information sometimes necessary, and al- 
ways useful in the discharge of his function, 
These circumstances induce me to trouble 
you with a few remarks, which, I beg to 
premise, do not reflect upon the integrity 
of the venerable and respectable individual 
who presided on the oceasion alluded to. 

The question to be determined was, whe- 
ther a highly respectable person had com- 
mitted suicide? The principal medical wit- 
ness was not examined as to the proba- 
bilities, and was apparently screened from 
every inquiry that could elicit the fact ; and 
I noticed that he did not sign his deposition, 
Another witness proceeded in his deposition 
a considerable way before he was sworn, and 
another was not sworn at all. 


on an 
coroners 


Twelve of the jurors decided that the de- 
ceased’s death was accidental, and three dif- 


fered from thet verdict. If the coroner had 
been as well informed on medical subjects 


as he ia a worthy and excellent lawyer, ad 
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would have examined the ional evi- 

in such a manner as might have settled 
the peint more to my satisfaction and that 
of my dissenting colleagues, 

On the present occasion it is of no 
consequence, because if the verdict had not 
been “‘ Accidental death,” the obvious al- 
ternative was ‘‘ Insanity.” 

But often a jury Lave to ascertain a more 
important fact than whether aman destroyed 
himself hy accident or design; and in such a 
case, where the jury must owe much of their 
enlightenment to the examination of wit- 
nesses by the coroner, it is very desirable 
that the coroner should be competent to the 
task; a thing apparently impossible, unless 
he have a considerable amount of surgical 
and anatomical knowledge. 


Your obedient servant, 


A Junymay, 
Middlesex, July 1, 1829, 


The Phrenological Journal. No. XX. 
London. Simpkin and Marshall. 


Observations on the Phrenological Develop- 
ment of Burk, Hare, and other atro- 
cious Murderers; Measurements of the 
Heads of the most notorious Thieves con- 
Jined in the Edinburgh Jail and Bride- 
well, and of various Individuals, English, 
Scotch, and Irish, presenting an exten- 
sive series of Facts subversive of Phrene- 
logy. Read before the Royal Med. Soc. 
of Ed. By Tuomas Srone, Esq. Pres. 
Edinburgh, Buchanan; London, Under- 
woods, 1829; pp. 75. 


Ir was to be expected, that the heads of 
two such criminals as Burk and Hare 
would become objects of great curiosity to 
phrenologists and their opponents, and that 
strong appeals to the appearances which 
they presented, would be made for the pur- 
pose of confirming or subverting the doc- 
trines of phrenology. If the public feeling 
was to be moved by either party, a more fa- 
vourable opportunity could hardly have pre- 
sented itself. Cruelty and cold blooded 
avarice, characterised the scenes in 
which these dreadful wretches played their 
parts, to an extent almost unparalleled in 
2F2 
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the history of crime, The strongest, though 
the basest passions, which can sway the 
human mind, were involved in their acts; 
and while there is not, perhaps, a corner of 
the civilized world to which the knowledge 
of them has not reached, and there is not a 
being in society whom their commission does 
not affect, it would be difficult to find the 
individual who could not be brought to feel 
that, upon the consonance of the facts which 
have been developed in the lives of these 
murderers with the doctrines of phreno- 
logy, ought the credit or rejection of that 
science in a most important degree to de- 
pend. There must be the less hesitation 
to acquiesce in this position, when we know 
‘that, upon the basis of facts alone, do both 
phrenologists and their opponents profess to 
-rest their claims to support. “ Assail our 
facts,” say the former, and .‘‘ we are un- 
done ; phrenology admits of no exceptions.” 
“ On facts alone,” with equal confidence 
declare the latter, “do we rely, and on 
_these we challenge the phrenologists to peril 
the alleged veracity of their system.” We 
need hardly add a word in commendation 
‘of the only grounds upon which the question 
can for one moment be entertained. 
Such, then, being the basis upon which, 
. by universal consent, the ‘‘ science of 
phrenology” depends, it is impossible for 
us, as impartial journalists, to pass over 
the pamphlet of Mr. Stone, without noticing 
the important position he has taken, and 
the statements which he bas recorded. They 
demand at the hands of every man interest- 
ed in the development of truth, a very se- 
rious consideration, What kind of answer 
can be brought against them, it is not easy to 
say ; but if they cannot be disproved, either 
the whole system of phrenology which they 
are intended to ‘‘ subvert,” must be abandon- 
ed, or the science itself must be wholly re- 
modelled, and placed upon a basis more te- 
nable than that on which it at present 
stands. It is not our intention to occupy 
the space that we can devote to the subject, 


with many observations of our own, but 
from the Phrenological Journal and the 
pamphlet of Mr. Stone, we shall take ex- 
tracts that will fully accomplish the view 
with which we introduce the question, and 
enable us to perform a duty that attaches to 
us as public journalists. 

The first notice which was taken of the 
heads of these criminals, was at the Edin- 
burgh Phrenological Society on the 5th 
of February, when a paper on the “ ce- 
rebral developments” of the monsters 
was read; it afterwards appeared in the 
Phrenological Journal for April. Though 
treated with some degree of caution, the 
facts, ‘‘ without either difficulty or hesite- 
tion,” were adopted as decided proof 
of the truth of phrenology, and Burke’s 
character, as drawn from & published 
history of his life, was thus described. 
His early conduct evinced the possession of 
intellect and moral sentiment, and for some 
years after, he manifested dispositions de- 
cidedly superior to those which marked the 
close of his career. The author discovers 
no breach of this, until the committal of the 
first murder, and he then remarks :-— 


“« Nothing can exceed the intense selfish- 
ness, cold-blooded cruelty, and calculating 
villany, of these transactions; and if the 
organs of selfishness and destructiveness be 
not found in Burk, it would be as anoma- 
lous as if no organs were found for the bet- 
ter qualities which he had previously dis- 
played. Phrenology is the only science of 
mind which contains elements and princi- 
ples capable of accounting for such a cha- 
racter as that before us, and it does so in a 
striking manner.”—Phren. Journ. p. 555, 

The heads of Burk and Hare are, there- 
fore, considered by phrenologists as proofs of 
the truth of their system. The measure- 
ments and developments of Burke are then 
given, the summary of which is stated in 
different paragraphs as follows :— 

« Bark’s head is rather above the middle 
size. The posterior lobe of the brain is 
large, and the middle lobe, in which are 
s:tuate the organs of destructiveness, secre- 
tiveness, acquisitiveness, is very large; at 
destructiveness in particular the skull pre- 
sented a distinct swell. The anterior lobe, 
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fairly developed. Veneration and conscien- 
deaaiess are full, but hope is less in size. 
Love of approbation also is full. In these 
faculties we find the elements of the morality 
which he manifested in the early part of bis 
life, and also an explanation of the fact re- 
marked by all who saw him, that he pos- 
sessed a mildness of aspect and suavity of 
manner, which seemed in inexplicable con- 
tradiction with his cold-blooded ferocity. 
The organ of imitation is well developed ; 
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or that of intellect, al small in pro- 
jo» ba hind and middle lobes, is still 

y ped, civlly in the lower re- 
gion connected with the pesenpties facul- 
ties. Self-esteem is prominent, and has iv- 
“dented its form distinctly on the skull. 
The cerebellum, or organ of amativeness, 
was large ; and Burk stated that, in some 
respect, his ruin was to be attributed to the 
abuses of this propensity, because it had led 
him into habits which terminated in his 


greatest crimes. 


Philoprogenitiveness is considerably de- 
veloped; aud it is a well-known fact, which 
was mentioned on his trial, that Burk was 
fond of children, and that they liked him in 
‘return. He, nevertheless, confesses to bav- 
ing assisted Hare in murdering one child of 
twelve years of age, so that he must have 
overcome this feeling, as he did his benevo- 
lence in murdering adults. His adhesive- 
ness is not so large as philoprogenitiveness, 
but it is full. He was constant to M‘ Dougall, 
‘and did not betray Hare ; but the greater 
attachment seems to have been on the part 
of M‘Dougall towards him. Combativeness 
is considerably inferior to destructiveness iu 
size, and cautiousness is large. ‘These, act- 
ing in combination with great firmness and 
secretiveness, would give him command of 
temper; and, accordingly, it is mentioned, 
that he was by no means of a quarrelsome 
disposition ; buc when once roused into a 
passion, he became altogether ungovern- 
able, deaf to reason, and utterly reckless ; 
he raged like a fury, and to tame him was 
no easy task ; that is to say, when his large 
destructiveness was excited to such a degree 
‘that it broke through the restraints of his 

faculties, his passion approached to 
‘madness, It is mentioned in the phreno- 
logical works, that self-esteem and acquisi- 
tiveness are the grand elements of selfish- 
ness. Both of these organs are largely de- 
veloped in Burk, as are also destructive- 
ness, secretiveness, and firmness. Here, 
then, are organs all large, whose abuses lead 
to selfishness, cunning, determination, and 
cruelty ; and nothing could more completely 

‘with the character of Burk, Con- 
Structiveness is fully developed, and the 
organs of size, weight, and form, are large. 
~He stated that he was fond of making little 
mechanical articles for himself, and of see- 
ing machinery; and, as he expressed it, 
“ he took @ conceit in looking at threshing- 
mills” when in the country. Love of ap 
bation is also considerably developed. Far- 
ther, looking at the coronal suriace of the 
brain, the seat of the moral sentiments, we 
find it natrow in the anterior portion, but 
tolerably well elevated ; that is to say, the 
organ of benevolence, although not in a fa- 
vourable proportion to the organs of the 
animal propensities before mentioned, is 
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and it is mentioned in the phrenological 
works, that secretiveness, (which in him is 
likewise large,) in combination with imita- 
tion, produces the power of acting or simu- 
lation. It is curious to observe, that Burk 

d this talent to a considerable ex- 
tent. The smallest organs are ideality, 
wonder, and wit, faculties which give re- 
finement and elevation to the character,—in 
which qualities he was deficient. 

** His intellectual powers remain to be 
adverted to. ‘he lower range, or percep- 
tive organs, are well developed; and it was 
mentioned by himself, that he had some ta- 
lent for mechanical construction, and was 
also orderly aud cleanly when he could com- 
mand the means. He read and wrote with 
facility. He mentioned, that at one time he 
used to attend church, and read books on 


controversial divinity, and debated over the 


opinions in hisown mind, He was tolerably 
well conversant with Scripture. This is in 
perfect accordance with his possessing full 
eneration. His conversation was pertinent 
and easy; and he showed readiness and 
shrewdness of intellect, but not much depth 


or extent of reflecting power.” 


Towards the close of the remarks on 
Burk, the following sentence, confirmatory 


of one of the arguments, occurs: “ A mah 
cannot commit cool murder, without pos- 
sessing destructiveness largely developed, 


and here destructiveness is very large.” 
The cerebral development of Hare follows 


in few words :— 


Ata glance, the proportion of brain in 
the lower and back part, where the organs 


of the inferior propensities are situated, is 


perceived to be very great, compared with 
the top of the head, or region of the organs 


of the moral sentiments, which is low and 
flat, indicating a preponderance of the self- 


ish and grovelling over the higher faculties 


of his mind. The organ of acquisitiveness, 


which lies in the temples, and which gives 


the love of gain, is very large, and stands 


broadly out, much surpassing the same part 


even in Burk, in whom it was very con- 
siderable. Next to acquisitiveness, the 
organs of destructiveness, 


iveness, 


i 
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and self-esteem, are the most remarkable, 
forming sltogether a combination of the 
lowest of the propensities, which, unguided 
as it was in Hare by any considerable en- 
dowment of moral sentiment, was abun- 
dently strong to fit him for the scenes in 
which he acted so brutal a part. The organ 
of benevolence is decidedly smaller in Hare 
than in Burk ; and it is well known that he 
was the more brutal and disgusting of the 
two. Burk, in his confessions, mentions, 
that Hare could sleep soundly after a mur- 
der, but that he could vot ; which indicates 
less of the moral feelings in the former than 
in the latter. Hare's combativeness is also 
larger, and his cautiousness rather smaller 
than Bourk’s—giving greater warmth of 
temper, hastiness, and pronevess to fighting ; 
and 1m proof of this having been bis charac- 
ter, his head, on beiag cropped for casting, 
ptesented no fewer than six distinct sears, 
the remains of wounds sustained in his nu- 
merous squabbles and fights, chiefly in the 
Cowgate. The anterior lobe of the brain, 
containing the organs of intellect, is much 
shorter und smaller than that of Burk, al- 
though, when viewed in front, it presents a 
more perpendicular aspect, and may seem to 
be well developed. It presents no indica- 
tion of the acuteness and readiness by 
which Burk was distinguished even to the 
last. In short, the development of Hare 
turns out to be as complete a key to his 
mental character as that of Burk has been 
shown to be to his, and harmonises in every 
‘Tespect with what is known of his mani- 
festations.’— Phren. Journ, p. 571. 


We sball close the subject with some co- 
pious extracts from Mr. Srone’s interesting 


pamphlet in our next. 


VETERINARY COLLEGE, 


A Lerrer addressed to His Majesty, by 
Mr. Charles Clark, Veterinary Surgeon, on 
‘the abuses and malpractices in this institu- 
‘tion, has just been published. The pam- 
phiet is well worthy of attention, 

Mr. Crank treats his subject in the fol- 
lowing bold and uncompromising manner :— 
.“* It cannot be indifferent to your Majesty, 
to learn that this institution hes never ful- 
filled the proposed views of its liberal 
founders, and is at present wholly inede- 
quate to its end, and unworthy of its title ; | 
end that the system pursued there, being | 


, of strict » ing on) the 


er two individuals, 


VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
has debased and degraded the arduous, laud- 
able, and im 
Majesty has 
only by in 
struction, but by the admission of unfit per- 
sons, and a series of measures injurious 
alike to the welfare of the profession, aud 
the interest of the public, and in an especial 
manner to the cavalry service of this coun- 
try. And if 1 show your Majesty that this 
institution has no pretensions in 
practical utility to the pation, still less will 
it be found to bave conduced to the interests 
of science, but rather it has been, and still 
continues to be, the chief means of given: | 
improvement in the veterinary art, throug 
the influence of a selfish and narrow policy. 


t profession which your 
n pleased to patronise, not 
uate, imperfect, and false in- 


int of 


“The principal way in which the public 


are aggrieved by this institution, (anda very 
weighty one it must be considered,) is by 
ithe imperfect and false instruction it di 

penses to veterina 
quent admission 

practise on the lives of their domestic ani- 
mals. That incompetent, miserably incom- 
petent practitioners, do emanate from this 
school ; in short, that a College certificate is 
no assurance of professional knowledge, 
needs no assertion, is too well known, and 
is easily explained by a glance at the system 
of instruction pursued. Should it be ima- 
gined that here exists for the pupils any 
remarkable facilities of obtaining informa- 
tion, or of communicating it on the 


pupils, and the conse- 
unqualified persons to 


of 
the teachers of this establishment, fact 
that there is no regularly acting demonstra- 
tor, no manual of anatomy, no printed phar- 
macopeia, and no instructions given on phar- 
maceutical subjects, will peat sug- 
gestion, The only apparently re means 
of obtaining par Mr. Cole- 
man’s lectures, which, being delivered in 
one long course, are seldom heard twice 
over by any pupil, and, it would appear, 
must be replete with practical lore, instead 
of being, as in fact, notorious for theoretical 
argument; while, in case of the Professor's 
illness, Mr. Assistant Sewell has never 
dared to take his place in the chair, With 
respect to this latter gentleman, perhaps no 
maa in the world is more unfortunately con- 
stituted for conveying knowledge to others, 
supposing he possessed it himself. Taci- 
turnity and evasive rejoinder are his pecu- 
liar attributes ; occasioned, it would appear, 
by a natural, and perhaps a well-grounded 
want of confidence in his own judgment, to 
such an extent, that it is probable a decided 
opinion was never obtained from him; and 
it appears that, to a certain important 

vity of demeanour, more than to any 
cause, he is indebted for success. It is 
evident then, and every candid pupil will 
bear witness to it, that there are not means 
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provided at the College, by which even the 
most willing can acquire necessary informa- 
tion; and those pupils who have obtained 
certificates in a few months, must have 
merely learnt by rote some answers to the 
queries of the medical examiners, and trusted 
to the Professor's favour for the rest. In 
these cases, which are not a few, even the 
Professor's lectures cannot have been at- 
tended throughout the course, showing, that 
it is not the practical information they afford, 
but the simple acquirement of his opinions 
that ensures success at an examination. At 
present, the pupils never perform any consi- 
derable operations on the living subject, nor 
dre they taught iton the dead one; their 
only resource is to mangle the limbs of some 
poor animal at one of the slaughter-louses, 
without direction or assistance from any 


competent person. ‘This sketch of the plan 
of the instruction laid down at the com- | 
mencement of the school, and compared with | 
that now in force; must carry to every rea- | 
sonable man’s mind a conviction of the 


total insufficiency of a Pancras School edu- ,. 


cation ; and, moreover, it will explain, what | 
nearly every reader will have met with, in- 

stances of incapacity in those who have ob- | 
tained their certificate. This said certificate | 
is the evidence, not of real skill, merit, or | 
knowledge, but merely certifies that its pos- 

sessor has paid twenty guineas, and having 

acquired a general knowledge of the theore- 

tical opinions held and taught by Edward 

Coleman, Esq., has been questioned by him 

and his medical intimates, and found well 

initiated therein: such is the veterinary 

pupil, knowing nothing of anatomy, phar- 

macy, or the performance of operations be- 

yond what he has acquired, perhaps, by un- 

usual attention and laborious efforts; and 

tinding that Mr. Coleman's peculiar opinions, 
which procured him his certificate, were 
only so far useful, and not practised by any 
established veterinary surgeon, it is no won- 
der that he should be at a loss.” —P. 17. 

** As investigation proceeds, proof multi- 
plies upon proof of its inadequacy ; but after 
what has been shown, it seems needless to 
do more than enumerate, in a brief catalogue, 
some of the practical obstacles that the pu- 
pil finds in acquiring even that knowledge, 
the utility of which will still form a subject 
of discussion. Since its beginning, there 
has been no such tlring as a good authorised 
publication to assist the pupil in his studies, 
and the best practical books by practical 
men being at variance with the Professor's 
opinions, (necessary, be it observed, to ob- 
tain a certificate,) it is useless to study 
them. Again, no sufficient register of cases 
is kept, and the utmost difficulty attends an | 
inquiring student, who may wish to find out 
what a horse’s disease is, or what has been | 
done’ or administered, or when he went out 
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or came in; and should he wish for a post- 
mortem examination, after watebing the 
case, this opportunity of improvement is 
generally cut off by the hasty and secret 
removal of the body to the knackers, under 
the direction of Mr. Sewell and his man 
Joseph. Add to this the uncommunicative 
nature of the Professor's assistant, and we 
see a climax of obstaeles in the way of pro- 
curing information enough to deter the most 
ardent mind from the pursuit. But -this 
enumeration, full as it may seem, includes 
only one class of evils, it —s proves the 
utmost degree of negligence and inadequacy 
in the College system.” —P. 21. 


Mr. Clark’s pamphlet teems with proofs 
of the worthlessness and degraded state of 
the whole concern ; and shows, that instead of 
being a national institution, it is, in reality, 
a paltry school in the hands of one or two 
selfish individuals—a private school, ¢ar- 
ried on for the benefit of Mr. Coleman and 


his non-veterinary examiners. 


ON VITAL PRINCIPLE, OR ORGANIC LIFEs 


By R. Vives, Esg., Mr. Coleman's Assist- 
ant at the Veterinary College 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—Although the pages of your Journal 
have ever been open to discussion, but more 
especially of late to the subject of physiology, 
as connected with the ‘* organic materiality 
of the mind, the immateriality of the soul, 
and the non-identity of the two;” and as 


‘the doctrine has been extensively discussed 


by Mr. Dermott, and ably combated by a 
Divine, aud also by a Phrenologist, I should 
not have presumed to offer any remarks, but 
for the appearance of a late paper on the 
same subject by Mr. Thomas, who, by call- 
ing in the aid of sacred writ, Hebrew and 
Greek words, appears to me to have lost 
sight of the subject, physiologically ; and, 
under this impression, | beg leave to make 
a few comments on what he has advanced, 
Mr. Thonias, it appears, has set down 
nine’ positions, to three of which he has 
started objections, and proceeded to answer 
them 80 as to serve his own purpose ; I shall 
therefore, at present, confine my remarks to 
the two first, reserving the remainder for 
future notice. At the commencement of 
the first position, this gentleman maintains 
that the ‘‘ vital principle operates imme- 
diately upon the brain, and intermediately 
upon all other parts of the human system.” 
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Now it is no means a very uncommon {situation in which the animal or vegetable 
eccurrence for medical men to make asser- | body is placed ; in short, it constitutes the 
tions, and then attempt to reason from life, or what is termed the vital principle 
them as if they really were facts; so like-|of each ; each possesses this vital property 
wise with the prolific imagination of the | for a certain period, in some bodies for a 
oor who, from the phantoms of his own | long time, but in others only a short space ; 
rain, pens descriptions as though from real | the sap, or blood of each, occasionally forms 
objects. Thus then, in my opinion, Mr. | itself into separate portions of live animal or 
Thomas has created a vital principle in his vegetable matter, termed seed, or semen, 
own imagination, and, at the same time, en- which, from being possessed of similar pro- 
dowed it with properties of operating “ im- perties (though in a less degree) to those of 
mediately upon the brain, and interme- the former, through the agents which sup- 
diately upon all the other parts of the human | port life, ultimately become perfect animal 
system.” By admitting this position as laid | and vegetable body, possessing the same 
down, for the sake of argument, the first|degree of vitality as that from which it 
question would be, does the brain itself pos-| was originally produced. In the former 
Sess a vital property? If so, it must then be ‘of these, the vital property, after remain- 
of itself a vital substance, and its functions | ing stationary for a certain space of time, 
will indicate its vitality, and, in such a case, |becomes gradually diminished, and at last 
it cannot operate upon itself, and produce | ceases to exist ; it is then termed dead ani- 
that which already is in real existence. If, mal or vegetable matter, and is subject to 
it be answered, that the brain does not pos- | the laws of chemical decomposition or vi- 
sess a vital property, it must, as a matter of | tality ; in the former, it undergoes putre- 
course, be dead animal matter, and subject |factive fermentation, is converted into gas- 
to the laws of chemical action. I suspect|eous substances, and ultimately enters into 
Mr. Thomas to be aware of the weakness of union with a phosphoric air and water to 
his argument, for, in the same position, he | combine with the fluids of living animal and 
further states,“ that the brain is the ma-| vegetable bodies, and ultimately again be- 
chine, as it were, by which the operations come living animal or vegetable matter. In 
of the mind are made manifest, and that this| the latter instance, it is subject to the laws 
mind is identical with the vital principle.” | of vitality, by being taken into the stomachs 
Here then it is admitted that the brain, as| of animals, undergoing the process of diges- 
Matter, performs functions which constitute | tion, and ultimately combining with the 
the mind, and that mind and vital principle blood, by which it becomes live animal mat- 
are identical. Now if the functions of the|ter. Thus, therefore, animal life becomes 
brain constitute the mind, and the mind is vegetable life, and this, in return, again be- 
the vital principle of the brain, (which Mr. | comes animal ; at first in the state of a fluid, 
Thomas states to be the case,) then these | but which afterwards assumes solid forms. 
are functions of matter endowed with a pro-| The blood, then, of animals, as well as 
perty termed vital, which property con-|that of plants, (termed sap,) possesses a 
stitutes the mind or vital principle of the| vital property, or power, of forming itself 
brain. How then, let me ask, can the mind | into animal and vegetable bodies, and, at 
or vital property of the brain operate imme- the same time, of supporting the functions 
diately on the brain, and intermediately on | of the organic textures to which it belongs. 
the human system, and produce that which | It also possesses a property of forming 
is already in a state of real existence. The itselfinto separate organic textures, in the 
following appears to me much more rational | shape of seed or semen, endowed with a 
than what Mr. Thomas has laid down in his | similar vital property (but in a less degree) 
first position, viz. that the vital principle is | to those to which they previously belonged, 
only an imaginary something, indefinable, | and these ultimately become perfect animal 
and without substance; matter endowed | and vegetable bodies, possessing the same 
with properties both to act and to be acted | degree of organisation and vitality, as those 
on by external agents, which properties | from which they were originally derived. 
are commonly termed vital principle, irrita-| The brain and nervous system of the hu- 
bility, but more properly by Dr, John) man, as well as of other animal bodies, sre, 
Brown, excitability; and that this vital) therefore, both formed by, and supported by, 
principle, or, more properly speaking,|the blood, and are, consequently, organs 
vital property, not only belongs to the|composed of matter, endowed with vital 
brain and nervous system of the human| properties termed sensation and motion, 
subject, but likewise to the fluids and solids | entirely different to the property of form- 
of every living animal and vegetable body in| ation, which wholly belongs to the blood ; 
existence ; it varies in animals, as well as| they therefore have no power or property 
in different parts of the body of the same|of producing themselves, or any part of 
animal at different periods of life, as well as|an animal body. Thus sensation, motion, 
with the seasons of the year, and also with the and formation, are each of them vital 
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properties, but entirely different from each 
other, the former belonging to the brain 
and nervous system, and the latter to 
the blood ; how, then, ean the “ principle 
of life itself reside in the brain, and no 
where else,” so as to operate immediately 
on the brain, and intermediately on the sys- 
tem,” as Mr. Thomas states to be the case 
in his first and second positions, when at the 
same time it is clearly shown, that the brain 
has nothing to do with its own formation, 
and consequently it cannot be the cause of 
its own actions, which are sensation and 
motion, We therefore know nothing as 
regards the cause of vitality, the cause, or 
b 
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riodical cleansing was prevented; and, 
thirdly, the proximity of les nécessaires to 
the dwelling houses. 

Another opinion was, that the fever was 
introduced on the late occasion by a Swed- 
ish vessel from the Havannah, and was 
similar to the yellow fever of the West 
Indies. 


The meeting was then adjourned. 


PERSEVERING SURGERY AT LA PITIE. 
Tue following anecdote of M. Roux, the 


causes, of its first existence, the 
which it still exists, or how long it will 
exist; these are points at present undefin- 
able to our senses. All we know is, that 
matter is endowed with the property of un- 
dergoing various changes from vital to che- 
mical, and again from chemical to vital: the 
cause, or causes, which first produced, and 
still continues to produce, these changes, is 
in all probability, the same as that which 
first produced, and still regulates the action 
of, the planetary system. 
Royal Veterinary College, 
June 22d, 1829. 


FEVER AT GIBRALTAR. 


Os Thursday the last meeting of the 
session, at the College of Physicians, was 
held in the Hall of the College. 

Sir H. Hatrorp took the chair, and was 
decorated with his star and ribband. The 
meeting was very much crowded. 

The Presipent congratulated the meeting 
on having every plant of the Materia 
Medica now in flower before them. They 
were indebted to Mr. Iliff, of Hammer- 
smith, for this acquisition. 

The attention of the meeting was called 
by the President to a ication laid 
before the College, by Sir George Murray, 
Secretary for the Colonies, being the report 
of the Commissioners appointed by Go- 
vernment to inquire into the causes of 
epidemic diseases at Gibraltar, An ab 
stract of the voluminous details was read, 
from which it appeared that the Commis- 
sioners had divided the report into two 
heads ; viz., the origination of the disease in 
the garrison, and its probable introduction 
by infection. 

On the subject of the disease originating 
in the fort, many of the medical gentlemen, 
appointed to inquire into the subject, were 
of opinion that the malady was to be at- 
tributed to bad ventilation ; the defects o! 
the common sewers, whereby their pe- 


djutor of the venerable Boyer, in the 
above hospital at Paris, is related by Dr. 
Bartlett, of Lowell, as having occurred while 
he was a student. M. Roux, though a skil- 
ful, dexterous, and determined operator, is 
deplorably deficient in sound judgment and 
foresight, He is particularly fond of tedious 
and difficult operations about the mouth and 
face. The following case of deformity was 
in the hospital during the whole period of 
Dr. Bartlett's attendance, eleven months, 
exhibiting a remarkable example of perse- 
verance on the part of the surgeon, and of 
fortitude on that of the patient. She was a 
girl 18 or 20 years of age, whose left cheek 
had been perforated by an ulceration follow- 
ing an attack of fever. She was in good 
health, and though the deformity was easily 
concealed by wearing an adhesive plaster, 
and occasioned but trifling inconvenience, 
she was anxious that it should be removed, 
and M. Roux consented to make the at- 
tempt. The opening was but three-quarters 
of an inch in diameter; the edges were 
pared and brought together with sutures 
and adhesive straps. The operation, how- 
ever, was unsuccessful, and, after the expi- 
ration of some weeks, was performed again 
on a part of the opening : this was partially 
successful. After repeating the same ope- 
rations, variously modified several times, 
and always of a long and painful nature, 
without being able to close the aperture, 
M. Roux proposed attempting to fill it “P. 
by a piece of skin taken from the inner side 
of the palm of the hand. The girl, after due 
deliberation, and many vain attempts to 
persuade some one of the gallant students 
to substitute his hand for her own, consent- 
ed, and the operation was accordingly per- 
formed. The edges of about three quarters 
of the opening were once more pared off ; 
ind the piece of skin still partially united to 
the hand, was neatly adapted to the opening, 
well sewed in, and the hand and cheek were 
strongly bandaged together. Strong hopes 
were now entertained of success, but they 
were idle. The poor girl dreamed in her 
sleep, started in her dream, and snatched her 
hand with so much force, that at the end of 
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four on removing the pe the 
jiece from the hand was found entire! 
tors away ftom te checks But ‘anil THOMASS HOSPITAL. 
perandum,” cried the surgeon, and the poor 
girl determined, if possible, to have a whole 
cheek, consented to another operation. To 
accomplish this, M. Roux formed the idea,] Aywe Eastersrooxe, ten of age, 
that a part of the upper lip might be made | admitted into Lydia's Ward, fo. 7, on the 
subservient to his purpose. The lip was/soih April, under the care of Dr. Roots, 
accordingly slit down from the nose, and) wih complete loss of sensation over every 
then divided up to the opening in the cheek. | nart of the left side, as far as the median 
This piece of lip, after the necessary paring | jine ; so that she is unable to feel a firm 
of edges, was wrned up, and secured by | thrust on that side. The left half of the 
ligatures in the perforation, successfully | tongue perfectly insensible ; cannot distin- 
closing the cheek. But, in consequence of | euish between the taste of salt and sugar 
this appropriation of the lip, the left corner \there: drags the left leg when she attempts 
Of the mouth wes drawn so much out of to walk, the foot turning inwards, and has 

lace, as to be brought below the nostril in | very jittle power over the left arm; heat of 
ront; tle deformity was thus made greater | each; jeft extremity below the natural stand- 
than ever, and was so situated, that it could ard, It is stated, that the mother bad fever 
not be concealed. The result was, that after of the typhoid kind when the child was 
having been suffering a painful operation eleven months old, during the period of 
once in every six or seven weeks for nearly suckling, since which it has had a deficiency 
a year, the unfortunate patient got ready for of power over the voluntary muscles of the 
further operations to remedy the deformity |jeft arm and leg, and a diminution of sevsa- 
of the mouth ; but what eventually became tion. These symptoms have been much ag- 
of the case, Dr. Bartlett was unable to say, | pravated during the last three months, and 
for while the girl was in this situation he gccompanied by constant pain on left side 
left the hospital. | of head, shooting through from the orbit to 
occiput, with increased heat of head. Can- 
not distinguish objects with the left eye, 
only perceiving an indistinct glimmering of 


HEMIPLEGIA. 


EXPERIMENTS ON URINE. 


Dr. F, Barcey, from a series of minute | light with it, but the pupil contracts and 


éxperiments on the urine voided by a female | dilates, if stimulated by light. Sleeps 
aged 17, labouring under incipient phthisis, | soundly, but has always pain in the head 
arrives at the following conclusions :—That| when she awakes. Pulse 104, small and 
the colour of transparent urine affords no| compressible; appetite good ; tongue coat- 
criterion of its nature, the amber tint being| ed; bowels open. Has ever been a sickly 
equally common to the acid and the neutral | child from infancy. Ordered the head to be 
kind. That the appearance of crystals on| shaved ; eighteen leeches to be applied to 
the surface of urine, especially if abundant, | the left temple, end behind left mastoid pro- 
is an almost certain proof of its neutrality.|cess. Take three grains of calomel twice 
Thot the turbid yellow urine, or that abound- | a day, and keep a cold lotion constantly ap- 
ing with lithate of ammonia, has the greatest plied to the left side of the head. Milk diet. 
specific gravity ; the deep amber coloured | May 1. Has not experienced any relief 
in general comes next; the very pale water | from the leeches, which made her very faint. 
is uniformly the lightest. That the transi-| Says the pain in head is increased. Pulse 
tions from an acid to a neutral state are| 112, soft ; heat of skin on right side ; bowels 
very frequent, and take place in a very|open once. Apply a blister to left side of 
short space of time. It is a general fact,| head, and take of jalap, with calomel, a 
that in the same day the kidneys will se- scruple immediately. 

crete the most neutral urine, abounding with| @. Has been restless during the night 
crystals of the triple phosphate, and highly | from severe pain in the head, shooting as 
acid urine, loaded and rendered turbid with | before, from the orbit to occiput. Pulse 
lithate of ammonia. ‘That the daily recur-| 128, more full and incompressible ; tongue 
rence of feverish paroxysms, are not incom-|white and furred; bowels freely purged ; 
patible with a uniformly transparent state of | the whole of the left side remains insensible. 
the urine. That the specific gravity of acid | Sixteen leeches to the forehead and behind 
urine generally exceeds that of the neutral! ears. 


kind.— Med. and Sur. Jour. Mercury, with chalh, five grains ; 
Tartarised antimony, one sixth of a grain 
every six hours, 
3. Bowels relaxed ; no sleep during the 
night from pain in the head, Omit the lo- 


u 
' 
‘ 
3 
4 
4 


HEMIPLEGIA—CARBUNCLE. 


tion; eight leeches to the temples. Three 
¥.M. still complains of headach ; face flushed ; 
skin hot end dry; tongue white; papille 
elongated ; throat red and sore ; pulse 124, 
soft, and full, Sight of left eye much im- 

ved. Has a pricking sensation in the 
left half of tongue, and over the whole of 
left side, excepting the arm. 

4. Mouth slightly affected with the mer- 
cury; bes lost all pein in the head ; face 
Jess flushed; sense of feeling restored at 
every part, and has a little more power over 
the muscles of left arm and leg ; very little 
soreness of throat, but complains of pain in 
the chest. Pulse 128, more full; bowels 
relaxed ; restless at night. Light leeches to 
the temples. Nine r.m., increased pain in 
chest; pulse full and frequent, Twelve 
Jeeches to the chest. 

5. Pain in chest relieved by the leeches, 
but was unable to sleep much, Has lost all 
sorevess of the throat, and redness gone; 
tongue white; face flushed; skin hot; 
pulse 114, soft and full; bowels purged. 

6. Compleins of pain in the neck, where 
there are enlurged glands. A blister to be 


applied behind left ear; twelve leeches to | 


the neck and temples. 

7. Has been very restless during the 
night, und talked incoherently, but sensible 
when roused. No pain nor heat of head, 
but suffers much in the neck ; bowels open ; 

114, more incompressible, ‘Ten 
hes to the neck. 

8, Experienced only temporary relief from 
the leeohes ; had a ngor this morning; ge- 
neral beat of skin ; tongue coated, brownish ; 
pulse full. 

9. Free from pain ; tongue more clean. 
Sago and syrup; castor oil to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

11. Had arigor yesterday morning at nine ; 
not feverish after. Is now free from pain ; 
tongue more clean; bowels open; pulse 
128, soft and compressible ; head hot. Omit 
the yom with chalk and antimony. Ap- 
ply cold lotion constantly to the head, and 
take— 

Sulphate of quinine, 1 grain ; 

Compound infusion of roses, 1 ounce every 


six hours ; 
Beef tea, 1 pint daily, 
13. Has had no return of the shivering ; 


gland, which is enlarged; pulse 106, soft, 


not full; tongue whitish. ‘Three leeches to 
| the enlarged gland ; castor oil, half an ounce 
immediately. 

18. One leech to the enlarged gland, and 
afterwards a linseed meal poultice. 

19. Skin cool; bowels open; tongue 
clean ; free from pain, except in the situa- 
| tion of the parotid gland. Take the pills 
only twice a-day. 

v2. Gets up alittle every day. Sensation 
every where perfectly restored; has much 
more power with leftarm and leg. Glaud 
| appears to be suppurating. 

23. Omit the pilis. 

27. Bowels open ; appetite good. Four 
| leeches to the meck, aud continue the poul- 
tice afterwards, 

30. Swelling in neck rather painful, other- 
| wise going on well, Apply a bread poul- 
| tice to neck; six leeches to the temples; 
| rhubarb, with mercury, twelve grains ime 
mediately, 

June z. Slight pain in the head; bowels 
| open; pulse 120, compressible. Four leeches 
| to the temples. The gland has been opened, 
| and discharges healthy pus. 

3. No pain in head; sleeps well; pulse 
| very compressible; sight and feeling per- 
fect. 

6. Appetite and sleep good; bowels re- 
gular; the gland has ceased to discharge, 
and is getting stronger. 

10, Perfectly well in every respect, ex- 
cepting the slight weakness of left side, 
which she has had from infancy—Dise 
charged, 


CASE OF CARBUNCLF,. 


George Cox, etat. 24, a man of pale 
complexion, by trade a leather-dresser, was 
admitted on the 11th of June imto Jacob's 
Ward, No. 20, under the care of Mr. Tyrrell, 
with an extensive carbuncle, occupying 
nearly the whole of the back part of the 
neck, He states that he hes not been ad- 
dicted to hard drinking, nor has in any way 
led an intemperate life ; has been out of em- 
ployment for some time, and, with his wife 
and family, has subsisted chiefly on pota- 
toes. According to his own statement, the 
| swelling commenced nine days before Whit 
| Monday, attended with a sensation of iteh- 


sleeps well; heat of head continues ; pulse | ing and burning heat, feeling as if the back 
140, soft, full. Complains of pain at angle | part of his bead and neck were immersed 
of left jaw; bowels open ; tongue nearly |in boiling water, and accompanied with a 


clean. Omit the quinine and beef tea. 
Eight leeches to the temples. 

Mercury with chatk, 5 grains ; 

Powder of antimony, 5 grains every six 


15. Sleeps well ; free from 
16. Complains of pain of the left parotid 


| violent throbbing pain. His eppetite has 
been very bad, and could scarcely take any 
rest at night. Was an out-patient at the 
| hospital a week before admission, and had 
| had small incisions made in the centre of 
the swelling by the drevser for the week, 
(but from which he says he derived no be- 
nefit,) who ordered him a purgative pows 
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LITHOTOMY.— AMPUTATION. 


der, which operated violently ; and, as local 
remedies, poultices and ve had been 


ied. 

Phen visited by Mr. Tyrrell on the day 
after his admission into the house, the car- 
buncle presented a circumscribed tumour, 
extending from the protuberance of the os 
occipitis above, to the spinous process of 
the seventh cervical vertebra below, and 
reaching nearly to the ste:no-cleido-mas- 
toideus muscles on each side, with a deep 
sloughing ulcer in the centre, about as 
broad as the paim of the hand, producing an 
offensive discharge. ‘The edges of the ulcer 
were very hard, and the integuments imme- 
diately surrounding it, of a purple colour, 
but beyond that, of a dark red. Tongue 
clean ; pulse rather weak ; bowels open ; 
violent pain at the back part of the head. 
Mr. ‘Tyrrell made a free crucial incision 
through the whole extent of the tumour and 
slough, and ordered a piece of lint to be ap- 

lied to the pert, previously dipped in a di- 
lute solution of chloride of soda, (one part of 
the chloride to three of water,) and over 
this a cataplasm of linseed meal. A pint of 
porter and meat daily, and take of 

Sulphate of quinine, 3 grains, in infusion 

of roses, three times a day ; 
House medicine as occasion may require. 


15. Less pain in the head and neck ; says 
he found relief soon after the incisions were 
made on Friday. Bowels freely open ; dis- 
charge increased, with a very disagreeable 
foetor. Can procure but little sleep ; pulse 
small and weak ; appetite improved. 

17. Sloughs coming away—very freely, 
and healthy granulations begin to show 
themselves ; discharges less offensive ; pulse 
somewhat fuller. Slept rather better during 
last night. The upper part of the wound to 
be dressqg with strips of adhesive plaster 
under the poultice, and, in addition to the 
other remedies, to have half a pint of port 
wine daily, and a grain of the extract of 
opium every night. 

22. The sloughs are all come away, and 
the sore of a healthy granular appearance. 
Pulse improved in force, and he expresses 
himself as considerably better, but sti! has 
some pain at the back part of head, 

Mr. Tyrrell observed, that it would be 
improper to stimulate too much, as there was 
danger of its producing a great deal of cere- 
bral disturbance. 

25. Continues to improve, as his counte- 
nance fully indicates. Bowels kept open 
with house medicine. Sleeps tolerably. 

29. The wound is fast healing, and pre- 
sents a healthy appearance, being nearly 
filled up with granulations, Bowels regular; 
palse natural ; appetite good, and only com- 
plains of slight headach on stooping over the 
edge of the bed. 


LITHOTOMY. 


On Friday, June 26, Mr. Tyrrell 
formed the of lithotomy on a 
boy seven years of age, rather pale in coun- 
tenance, but, on the whole, of healthy P 

t 
the 


pearance. The ceremony of binding 
patient having been accomplished in 
usual manner, the staff was introduced into 
the bladder, and held in its situation by Mr. 
Travers. ‘The operator now commenced the 
first incision immediately underneath the 
arch of the pubes, and carrying it backwards 
on the left side of the raphe to about two 
inches, divided freely the integuments and 
superficial fascia. Two similar incisions 
were then made, (dividing the perineal 
muscles usually cut through in this step 
of the operation,) and the point of the 
scalpel was fixed, without any difficulty, 
in the groove of the staff. The beak-pointed 
knife generally made use of by Mr. Tyrrell 
was then introduced into the e, and 
the scalpel being withdrawn, the operator 
laying hold of the staff, and gently depress- 
ing it with the Jeft hand, at the same time 
gradually passed the knife forwards into the 
bladder. The forceps were then intro- 
duced, and a large stone of an oblong shape, 
about one inch and a quarter in Jength, was 
easily extracted; soon after which the boy 
was conveyed to his bed, and the chamomile 
bags, always made use of on those occasions 
at this hospital, were applied to the abdo- 
men, to be renewed every fifteen minutes. 
June 30. Bowels open ; sleeps well ; has 
had no pain nor tenderness in the abdomen, 
The urine has freely through the 
wound, and some by its natural channel ; in 
every respect doing exceedingly well. The 
part is now completely covered with 
sive plaster, having a poultice over it. 


AMPUTATION OF THE THIGH. 


Mr. Green afterwards amputated the 
thigh of a man, etat 64, who had been la- 
bouring for some time under disease of the 
knee (a large abscess, but not, we believe, 
communicating with the joint). The opera- 
tion was — performed, the operator 
leaving more of the integuments than usual, 
to allow for the retraction of the muscles ; 
and the patient was kept some time on the 
table, after the limb had been removed, on 
account of there being some difficulty in 
getting to tie a small vessel which had re- 
tracted behind the soft parts. In the even- 
ing his pulse became very feeble; this 
being observed by the dresser, (Mr. Mar- 
tin,) he very judiciously administered some 
port wine, which had the effect of reviving 
him, and he passed a tolerably comfortable 
night, with the exception of occasional 
twitchings in the stump, and has since been 
doing well, 


CONCUSSION.—TUMOUR.—DISEASED BRAIN. 


(tween four and five years 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


CONCUSSION OF THE BRAIN. 


James Dennis, etat. 20, a gentleman’s 
servant, of short stature and sallow appear- | 
ance, was admitted into Henry the Eighth’s| 
Ward, May 12th, in acomatose state. From 
the account given, it appeared he had fallen 
from a very considerable height. In the 
fall, his occipital bone came in contect with 
the stones. ‘he accident happened three 
days before his admission, and from that 
period to the time at which he was brought 
to the hospital, he had continued perfectly 
insensible. Extremities cold; pulse very 
feeble, and respiration scarcely perceptibie. 
Had been bled twice before admiseion. Or- 
dered calomel and jalap. 

13, With great difficulty he has been 
made to swallow the calomel and jalap. 
Eighteen ounces of blood have been taken 
from the arm. An injection of 40 drops of 
the tincture of opium, with two ounces of 
milk, has been administered. 

14. The pulse has risen, the extremities 
become more warm, but he is still unable | 
to speak, though he exhibits occasional signs 
of sensibility. ‘ake 18 ounces more blood 
from the arm. 

15. Repeat the bleeding to 16 ounces. 

June 19. Has been bled repeatedly ; has 
had croton oil, and calome) and jalap admi- 
nistered at different times ; leeches to the 
temples, and a blister behind the ears. Is 
now doing well. Can sit up for a short time, 
and talk, though it is with great difficulty he 
can articulate. Remembers something of 
the accident, but can give no distinct his- 
tory of it. 

24. Is continuing gradually to recover. 
His appetite is good, and he wishes soon to 
be allowed to have more substantial diet 
than milk. 


OBSCURE ENLARGEMENT UPON THE 
HUMERUS. 


Hannah Rodwell, wtat. 22, of small sta- 
ture, and delicate and dark complexion, a 
servant, was admitted into Faith's Ward, | 
April 16th, under the care of Mr. Lawrence, 
with a swelling on the middle of the outer 
side of the right arm, very strongly resem- 
bling « case of exostosis, The tumour is 
hard, about as large as the half of a middle- 
sized cocoa-nut cut longitudinally, It ap- 

s to proceed from the bone, or to 

very closely in contact with it. The 
coverings are not at all disfigured. When 
the arm is suffered to hang down, the pa- | 
tient is in pain, and the least pressure = 
the tumour occasions much suffering. 


445 
ago, she injured 
the arm by a fall. After the application of 
several remedies, it was, as she supposed, 
enred. A month ago she fell again, and 
struck the arm against the curb-stone in the 
street ; this caused the return of pain, and 
supervention of the swelling. Ordered to 
take the compound calomel! pill every night, 
the senna draught immediately, and to keep 
a bread-and-water poultice applied round 
the arm. 

18. Apply 12 leeches, and continue the 
other remedies. 

20. The pain has gradually increased, as 
well as the swelling. Apply 18 leeches 
more. Abide by the first directions, and 
take the effervescing draught every three 
or four hours, 

22. Since the leeches have been applied, 
the tumour has continued to enlarge, but 
in substance has become softer. Com- 
plains of violent pain in the head, which has 
annoyed her for the last three or four weeks, 
The stomach rejects almost every thing. 
Tongue white; pulse rather accelerated. 
Continue the treatment as above, 

May 24, The stomach has become less 
capricious. General health rather improved, 
and the arm is much the same. ‘The pain 
in the head removed. ‘The tumour rather 
decreased, and complains only of pain in 
it when it is touched. After having been 
kept for a few days longer in the hos- 
pital, she was made an out-patient, but 
was nearly in the same state as when first 
admitted, 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE., 


SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN, 


Case 1.—Marie A., etat. 62, of a nervous 
temperament, from infancy in the continual 
enjoyment of good health, began in Janu- 
ary, 1828, to be affected with headach and 
giddiness, and, at the beginning of eng | 
1829, was attacked with an apoplectic fit, 
from which, after free bleeding, she re- 
covered, although with a deficiency of 
speech, continual headach, and, occasion- 
ally, confusion of her ideas. In this con- 
dition she continued till the 22d of March, 
when she had another attack of apoplexy, 
from which she also recovered, though more 
slowly than before, and with a paralytic 
affection of the left side remaining ; on the 
25th of March, she was admitted in the fol- 
lowing state: the countenance was pale, 
the eyes staring, speech slightly embarrass- 
ed, the tongue directed towards the right 
side, the left arm and leg completely mo- 
tionless, but sensible. She was lectly 
conscious of her state, and ined of 
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SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN. 


violent pain on the right side of the head.) pulsations of the heart were very frequent, 
She was ordered cold lotions over the fore-| regular, and accompanied by éruit de 
head, sixteen leeches behind the ears, a! soufflet, and strong impulse on the left side ; 
blister on the right thigh, and acidulated | the action of the beart could he heard almost 
ions. On the 27th, the headach was! at any point of the chest; the pulse was 
still of the same intensity; speech was aj lard and frequent. The patient was order- 
little more impeded, the pulse small and | ed to tuke a diuretic mixtyre, and to rub in 
frequent, the left arm and leg less sensible the tincture of squilis and digitalis. Under 
than before. A large blister was applied to| the use of these remedies, her condition 
the neck, the other remedies were con- | gradually mended, respiration became more 
tinued. On the 28th, the headach was still | (ree, the pulsations of the heart less violent, 
more violent ; tle patient seemed to be less/&c. On the morning of the Sth of April, 
conscious, and answered with some difficulty however, a great change for the worse took 
the questions put to her; the pulse was)place; the intellectual faculties, which, 
small and intermittent. Under the use of|during the whole of the disease, had been 
the infus, cinchon., which was added to the | undisturbed, were suddenly suspended, the 
former remedies, no improvement ensued ; | patient was insensible to what passed around 
she fell into a complete stupor, respiration | her, and gave no answer to any question ; 
became difficult, the stools were passed in- | the countenance was pufled and stupid, the 
voluntarily, and she died on the 3ist, in the | eyes were staring, and there appeared a 
afternoon, On examination, the dura mater | slight determination of blood towards the 
was found firmly adherent to the skull, the | head ; movement and sensibility seemed un- 
arachnoid was very strongly injected on the disturbed on either side, The respiration 
right side, and the pia mater closely attach- | was free ; and the pulsations of the heart, al- 
ed to the right hemisphere ; a very striking | though accompanied by the bruit de soufflet, 
difference was observed between the size of | not very violent. After the application of 
both hemispheres, the right being evlarged| twenty leeches behind the ears, and of a 
as it were posteriorly and towards the| blister on the neck, the patient appeared to 
middle, and, on the whole, at least by a| become a little more sensible, and to under- 
fifth larger than the left. The gray sub-| stand the questions put to her; the right 
stance of the anterior lobe on the right side | side was completely paralysed, inseusible, 
was softened, and, in some places, actually | and motionless; the stools were passed in- 
diffiuent; the medullary substance of the | voluntarily, &c. On the7th, the left side also 
anterior and middle lobe was of a yellowish | became iusensible, and deglutition difficult ; 
y colour, aud, in some parts, could not be | the pulsations of the heart, which were 
istinguished from the cortical substance ;/ weak and irregular, were still accompanied 
it was ulso much softened ; the lateral ventri-; by the dryit de soufflet; respiration grady- 
cles contained a small quantity of serum, that | ally became laborious, and the patient died 
of the right side was higher thon usual, and|on the 10th of April, not more than five 
was, in some degree, compressed ; thethala-| days after the symptoms of cerebral affeg- 
mus opticus and corpus striatum being much | tion had been first observed. On examing- 
more voluminous than usual ; their substance, | tion of the body, the dura mater was found 
as well as that of the septum lucidum, was|healthy, the arachnoid on the left side 
greatly softened. | Strongly injected, and covered with ecchy- 
Case 11.—Sophie D,, thirty-seven years | moses; the pia mater firmly adhered to the 
old, of fair complexion aud lymphatic tem- | gray substance of the brain, which was of 
perament, had, from her iniancy, been of @ yellowish gray colour, and quite fluid, 
very delicate health, From her fifteenth | though, on the right side, apparently healthy. 
year she had been subject to palpitation and | |he medullary substance was reduced toa 
shortness of bresth on the least exertion, ! brownish liquid, so that it was impossible to 
In July, 1828, she was affected with ana-| take it off im layers; the lateral ventricles 
sarca, which, however, disappeared within a| Contained a gmall quantity of serum; the 
short time ; and, at the beginning of Febru- | t!alamus opticus and corpus striatum of the 
, 1829, she was admitted on account of |left side were softened on their surface, 
rheumatism of the left knee, from which, in | and in their substance were numerous ecchy- 
the middie of March, she had almost com-} moses. The inferior surfuce of the brain, 
letely recovered, when she was seized with | and the cerebellum, exhibited nothing irre- 
aes itis, for which she was la:goly bled.) gular. The right lung was firmly adherent 
On this occasion, the stethoscupe being | to the pleura, but, as well as the left, heulthy 
employed for the first time, the action of the | in its substance ; the heart was considerably 
heart was found to be very tumultuous, and larger than usual, and the free margin of the 
accompanied by bruit de soufflet. On the| mitral valve thickened, of a cartilaginous 
¢2d of March, she was found to be in the fol- | firmuess, ond beset with small fringed pro- 
lowing state: the countenance was very | cesses, which, on closer examination, were 
pale, aud had a melancholy expression ; the| found to be the extremities of the carnex 


OPERATION FOR ANEURISM, 


columaw, which had been ruptured in the 
middle portion of their tendinous extremi- 
ties.— Journ. Hebd. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


ANEURISM OF THE RIGUT SUBCLAVIAN, 
LIGATURE OF THE ARTERY, ACCORDING 
TO MR, WARDROP’S METHOD, ON THE 
DISTAL SIDE OF THE 84Ce 


N,, forty years old, a labourer, of middle 
stature, and a vigorous constitution, having 
been in the constant enjoyment of good 
health, 1c. t, in the beginning of January last, 
in consequence of over exertion, a numbness 
along the right arm, and a stiffness and dull 
pain on the right and anterior side of the 
neck; on examining which, he found above 
the clavicle a round, elastic, and pulsating 
tumour, of the size of a filbert, which he 
took foran enlarged gland, and did not use 
any remedy. The pain and stiffness of the 
neck, however, gradually increasing, and 
the right arm be*.ming edematous, and so 
weak as to make L: 1 unable to work, he ap- 
plied to a surgeon, by whom he was bled, 
and advised to abstain from exertion, to ob- 
serve a spare diet, and to apply lotions 
over the right side of the neck. ‘This 
plan was strictly followed, but the tu- 
mour slowly increased, especially upwards ; 
the weakness and adema of the arm con- 
tinued, and, at last, terminated in complete 
immobility, On his entrance into the Hotel- 
Dieu, on the 28th of May, 1829, the tumour 
occupied the triangular space between the 
sterno-cleido-mastoid and trapezius muscles 
and the first rib, being, as it were, divided 
into two halves by the clavicle ; by forcibly 
compressing it, acute pain was caused ; the 
pulsations were very violent, synchronous 
to those of the heart, and accompanied by 
bruit de soufflet, which coincided with the 
systole of the ventricles. The pulsations of 

e heart were perfectly natural; respira- 
tion was free and audible over the whole 
chest; the right arm was cedematous, be- 
numbed, and eould not be moved; the hand 
was half closed. The general health of the 
patient was not affected. 

M. Dupuytren observed that, in this case, 
the subclavian artery could not be tied be- 
tween the heart and the aneurism, not even 
according to Delpech’s plan, before it passes 
through the scaleni, and that there were, 
accora.ngly, but two methods left, viz. either 
that of tying the innominata, as had been 
done by Mr. H. at New York, in 1818, and 
by Graefe at Berlin, in 1822, or of tying 
the artery on the distal side of the aneurism, 
according to Mr. Wardrop’s plan. The 
former method of operating, M. Dupuytren 


considered as offering no chance of success, 
and even, in the present case, inapplicable, 
the pulsating tumour being distinctly to be 
traced behind the sterno-clavicular articula- 
tion; he therefore decided on the latter, 
after having watched the case for a week 
or two. 

From the 28th of May to the 12th of June, 
the patient was seven times bled, and or: 
dered a spare diet. The tumour was kept 
constantly covered with ice, ‘In the 1zth 
of June, the operation was performed in 
the following manner:—The patient being 
placed on his back, M, Dupuytren made an 
incision, parallel to, and about two-thirds of 
an inch below, the clavicle, from the internal 
margin of the deltoid muscle over the great 


|pectoral. The length of the incision was 
about three inches, and by it the skin, cel- 
| lular tissue, and fibres of the pectoralis, were 
| divided, aud the aponeurosis, which covers 
| the pectoralis mivor, laid bare. Several 
/arteries having been tied, the aponeurosis 
and the pectoralis minor were divided 
in the same direction, though to a smaller 
extent. ‘The axillary vein immediately 
presented itself, enormously dilated, and 
moved by the pulsations of the artery. 
The latter vessel, which appeared healthy in 
structure, and somewhat flattened by the 
dilatation of the vein, being, by means of the 
probe, separated from the surrounding cel- 
lular tissue, nerves, and vein, a curved 
needle, with a silk thread, was pass- 
| ed round it, and tied. ‘The operation lasted 
about thirty-six minutes; the hemorrhage 
was comparatively smull, and did not exceed 
six ounces. At the moment the cir- 
culation was arrested in the axillary ar- 
tery, the oneurismal tumour mede - about 
twenty violent pulsations, and appeared to 
become larger, but within half a minute re- 
turned to its former size, ‘The wound was 
simply dressed, and a compress with Gou- 
lard’s water kept over it; lotions were 
placed on the tumour, and twelve ounces 
of blood taken from the arm a few hours 
after the operation. 

On the 15th, the patient was in a very 
satisfactory state; the tumour had dimi- 
nished in size, and the pulsations in it were 
less violent; the right arm was of the natu- 
ral temperature, and as sensible as before 
the operation. He was ordered to keep 
very quiet, and to take half a grain of the 
acetate of lead every three hours, 


[We shall take care to lay the result of 
this important operation bejure our readers, 
and regret only thatthe French journals, La 
Clinique »nd La Lancette Frangaise, from 
which the case is extracted, give such su- 
peiticial accounts of the patient’s conditiqn 
during the first days after the operation.] 
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ERGOT.—DUBS.—PLUNDER.—FOOD. 


PRESERVATION OF THE ERGOT OF RYE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sirx,—If a small piece of camphor be put 
into a bottle, containing ergot of rye, re- 
duced to a fine powder, the peculiar proper- 
ties of this invaluable remedy will be re- 
tained, unimpaired, for a considerable length 
of time, two or three years at least. 

As I am not aware that this fact is gene- 
rally known, | shall feel obliged by your 
honouring it with a place in the columas of 
your very valuable and talented Journal. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
38, Manchester Street, 8. F.G. 
Manchester Square. 


IRISH APOTHECARIES AND SCOTCH DUBS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—I perfectly concur in the remarks 
of your Correspondent, “A Dublin Apo- 
thecary,” as regards the impropriety of ad- 
mitting physicians or surgeons to take u 
them that smportant branch of the medical 
profession. In the sister country, the prac- 
tides of physician, surgeon, and apothecary, 
are perfectly insulated and distinct. If the 
latter presume to visit a patient, it is looked 
upon as an instance of undue interference, 
and does not fail to generate considerable 

al rancour and jealousy, The doc- 
trine of non-interference being established 
on one side, there seems no just reason why 
it should not be equally observed on the 
other. If the apothecary be luded from 
visiting patients, the physician or surgeon 
should also confine himself to his respective 
duty, and submit the management of that 
more humble, but not less important branch, 
to those persons, who, from experience and 
habit, are more immediately qualified for 
the faithful discharge of it. 

A few more observations suggest them- 
selves, Mr, Editor, but at present 1 shall 


poor gratis, to direct all his patients to some 
particular druggist, who, in league with bim- 
self, charges more than double the actual 
value of the medicines prescribed, under the 
pretence that they cannot be procured ge- 
nuine elsewhere, and who, when they dis- 
cover their prescriptions to have by chance 
been dispensed elsewhere, give the poor pa- 
tients no small share of abuse? In order to 
carry on more effectually the above disgrace- 
ful practices, the prescriptions are written 
so asto be nearly unintelligible to any, ex- 
cept the ignorant participator of the fraud ; 
whilst compositions are ordered which have 
no existence in the ia, as, for 
example, 
« Pil, hyd. cum roa! 
N.C. W.” 


Should you deem the above worthy of in- 
sertion, you will oblige 
A Constant Reaper. 


MEDICAL BENEFIT SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—You having done me the favour to 
insert my note relative to the formation of a 
Medical Benefit Society, and a most able 
letter on the same subject from 2, permit me 
to trespass on your attention by requesting 
the insertion of this note, and to say, that if 
= or avy of your numerous readers will 
co-operate with me, and address a note to 
me, enclosing their real name and address 
(post paid, none else will be received), to 
he left at the twopenny post-office, Brewer- 
street, Golden-square, 1 will, if 1 am sup- 
ported by the profession, convene a meeting 
to consider the subject, and form rules to- 
wards effecting the establishment of an in- 
stitution likely to benefit more or less all 
classes of the medical community. 

I have the pleasure to remain, 
Yours 
H. W. D. 


Lamb’s Conduit-street, 
June 30, 1829. 


confine myself to the above, and 
Your constant reader and friend, 


Apotueca, 
London, June 24th, 1829, 


PHYSICIANS’ PER CENTAGE PLUNDER, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Stx,—The liberal spirit you evince in 
the correction of abuses of whatever ten- 
dency, relating to the honour or dignity of 
our profession, induces me to inquire whe- 
ther it is not unworthy on honourable or 
scientific man, or the profession he belongs 
to, under pretence of giving advice to the 


NEW FOOD AT THE FRENCH HOSPITALS, 


Tue use of gelatine from bones is becom- 
ing very general in the French hospitals as 
an article of diet. In La Charité, upwards 
of a thousand rations a day are produced by 
means of a steam apperatus. ‘he patients 
are said to approve of it much, as it is made 
very pure, and may be flavoured in any way 
that is wished.— Lit, Gaz. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS AND ADVERTISERS, 
In a small part of our impression last 


week, two pages of Advertisements, owing 
to an accident, were omitted. 


